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DISSERTATION 


U 


XVI ARTICL E, 


is, to prove that the Seventeenth Ar- 


T HE deſign of the enſuing diſſertation, 
ticle of the Church of England, which 


: treats of Predeſtination, was not drawn up by 


the compilers of our Articles 9 = 
the doctrine of Calvin on this ſubject. 
proſecuting: this enquiry, it 1s intended 5 


confine it to the ſenſe of ur Reformers in 


the reign of Edward VI. To proceed fur- 
ther, into that of Elizabeth, would only be 
to diſcover that many of our Divines, dur- 


ing their exile under Queen Mary, were 


ſtrongly tinctured with Calvin's doctrines ; 
which occaſioned at length great diſputes at 
B Cambridge 


CY) 


Cambridge in the year 1595. They who 
maintain that the Article is Calviniſtical 
have generally choſen to fix upon this “ latter 
period, But the evidence drawn from thoſe 
times, whatever it may amount to, cannot 
be equal to that which ariſes from the ap- 
parent ſentiments. and deſign of the com- 
pilers themſelves, and their contemporaries. 


I. 


Tux FIRST THING REQUISITE IN THIS DIS- 


QUISITION, IS, TO STATE AT LARGE CarL- 
VIN'S OPINIONS ON THIS HEAD, 


The parts of his works chiefly made uſe 
of, are, his Inſtitutions and his ' Epiſtles. 
In the former he treats the ſubject ſyſte- 
matically; in the latter he occaſionally 
purſues the ſame, and opens ns: ſentiments 
more fully.  _ mY 
Prædeſtinationem vocamus #ternum 
Dei decretum, quo apud ſe conſtitutum 
* habuit quid de unoquoque homine fieri 
vellet. Non enim pari conditione creantur 
omnes: ſed alijs vita cterna, alijs dam- 


cc- 


cc. 


7 Dr. Waterland, in the SUPPLEMENT 10 THE 2 OF 
Arran SUBSCRIPTION, has confidered, in a e way, the 


Diſputes on this ſubject, which — in the reigns of Elizabeth, 
James I. and Charles 1. 
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T's 7 
natio æterna præordinatur. Itaque prout 
in alterutrum finem quiſque conditus eſt, 
ita vel ad vitam vel ad mortem prædeſti- 
natum dicimus. Hanc verò Deus non 


modo in ſingulis perſonis teſtatus eſt, ſed 


ſpecimen ejus in tota Abrahæ ſobole edidit, 


unde palam fieret, in ejus arbitrio eſſe 


qualis cujuſque gentis futura fit con- 
ditio.Calvini Inſtitutio, Lib. iii. cap. 21. 


ſect. 5. 


40 


Again, ſect. 7.---< Quod ergo Ser 


clarè oſtendit dens æterne et immuta- 


bili conſilio Deum ſemel conſtituiſſe quos 
olim ſemel aſſumere vellet in ſalutem, quos 
rurſum exitio devovere. Hoc conſilium 


quoad electos in gratuita ejus miſericordia 


fundatum eſſe aſſerimus, nullo humanæ 


dignitatis reſpectu: quos verò damnationi 


addicit, his juſto quidem et irreprehenſi- 
bili, ſed incomprehenſibili ipſius judicio, 
vitæ aditum præcludi. Jam verò in electis 


vocationem ſtatuimus electionis teſtimo- 
mum : juſtificationem deinde, alterum 
ejus manifeftande ſymbolum, donec ad 
gloriam, in qua ejus complementum extat, 
pervenitur. Quemadmodum vocatione et 


| juſtificatione electos ſuos Dommus ſignat, 
1ta reprobos vel a notitia ſui nominis, vel 


a ſpiritus ſui ſanctificatione excludendo, 


B 2 anale 
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quale maneat eos judieium iſtis veluti 


notis aperit,” FL . 
summa eſt, Deum gratuitä adoptione 
creare quos vult habere filios : ejus vero 


intrinſicam eſſe in ipſo cauſarh : quia. ar- 


cano ſuo beneplacito contentus eſt.” 
role. -+. MO LADLID CART 2, ſect. 7 
% Nunc de reprobis, quos ſimul illic con- 


jungit Apoſtolus. Ut enim jacob, nihil 


dum bonis operibus promeritus, aſſumitur 


in gratiam: ſic Eſau, nullo adhuc ſcelere 


nquinatus, odio habetur. Si ad opera 
convertimus oculos, injuriam irrogamus 


Apoſtolo, quaſi idipſum quod nobis per- 


ſpicuum eſt non viderit. Porro non vi- 


diſſe convincitur, quando hoc nominatim 
urget, quum nihildum boni aut mali de- 
ſignaſſent, alterum electum, alterum re- 
jectum: ut probet divinæ prædeſtinationis 


fundamentum in operibus non eſſe. De- 
inde ubi objectionem movet num iniquus 
ſit Deus, illud quod certiſſimum et aper- 
tiſimum fuiſſet juſtitiæ ejus patrocinium 
non uſurpat, Deum rependiſſe Eſau ſecun- 
dum ſuam malitiam : ſed diverſa ſolutione 


contentus eſt, quod in hunc finem exci- 
«« tentur reprobi ut Dei gloria per illos il- 


luſtretur. Demum ſubnectit clauſulam, 
Dun cuJus VULT MiskRERI, ET QUEM 
© FELT 


= 


VULT INDURARE, Vides ut in ſolum Dei 
arbitrium utrumque conferat ? Ergo fi 
non poſſumus rationem aſſignare cur ſaos 
miſericordia dignetur, niſi quoniam ita illi 
placet : Heque etiam in alijs reprobandis 
aliud habebimus quam ejus voluntatem. 


Quum enim dicitur Deus vel indurare, vel 
miſericordia proſequi quem voluerit, eo 


admonentur homines nihil cauſe querere 
extra ejus voluntatem.” 


Ib. Lib. iii. cap. 22. ſect. 11. 
Calvin's Comment on Rom. ix. 18. if poſ- 


ſible, is ſtill ſtronger. 
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« Ergo cujus vult miſeretur. j Hie ſequitur 
concluſio utriuſque membri: quæ in alte- 


rius quam Apoſtoli perſona accipi nullo 


modo poteſt: quia mox communicationem 


cum adverſario attexit, ubi incipit proferre 
quæ ab adversa parte objectari poterant. 
Itaque minime dubium eſt, Paulum è ſuo 
ipſius ſenſu hæc loqui, quemadmodum 


paulo ante admonuimus, Deum ſcilicet pro 


arbitrio ſuo, quem viſum illi fuerit, miſe- 
ricordia dignari: in quemcunque libuerit 


judicij , ſeveritatem ſtringere. Hoc enim 


vult efficere apud nos, ut in ea quæ ap- 
paret inter electos et reprobos diverſitate, 
mens noſtra contenta ſit, quod ita viſum 
fuerit Deo, alios illuminare in ſalutem, 


* akos in mortem excæcare: neque ſuperio- 
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rem cauſam ejus voluntate inquirat. In- 


ſiſtere enim debemus in iſtas particulas, cu- 


Jus VULT, ET QUEM VULT: ultra quas pro- 
cedere nobis non permittit. Caterùm In- 
durandi verbum, quum Deo ih Scripturis 
tribuitur, non ſolüm permiffionem (ut vo- 


lunt diluti quidam moderatores) ſed divinæ 


quoque iræ actionem ſignificat: nam res 


omnes externæ quæ ad excæcationem re- 


proborum faciunt, illius iræ ſunt inſtru- 


menta. Satan autem ipſe, qui intus effi- 
oaciter agit, ita eſt ejus mitftiſter, ut non- 


niſi ejus imperio agat. Corruit ergo fri- 


volum illud effugium quod de præſcientia 


Scholaſtici habent. Neque enim prævideri 
ruinam impiorum à Domino Paulus tradit, 
ſed ejus conſilio et voluntate ordinari: 
quemadmodum et Solomo docet, non modo 
præcognitum fuiſſe impiorum interitum, 
{cd impios ipſos fuiſſe deftinats creatos ut 


perirent.” Proverbiorum 16. c 4. 


« Iterum quæro, unde factum eſt ut tot 
gentes una cum liberis eorum infantibus 
æternæ morti involveret lapſus Adæ abſ- 
que remedio, nth quia Deo ita viſum eſt? 
---DECRETUM 'QUIDEM HORRIBILE, ra- 
TEOR : inficiari tamen nemo poterit quin 
præſcwerit Deus quem exitum eſſet habi- 
turus homo antequam ipſum conderet ; 


et 4DEO PRASCIVERIT QUIA DECRETO SVG 
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SIC ORDINARAT., In præſcientiam Dei 


ſiquis hic invehatur, temerè et inconſultè 
impingit. Quid enim, quæſo, eſt cur reus 
agatur cæleſtis judex quia non ignoraverit 
quod futurum erat? In prædeſtinationem 


competit ſi quid eſt vel juſtæ vel ſpecioſæ 


querimoniæ. Nec abſurdum videri debet 
quod dico, Deum non modo primi homi- 
nis caſum, et in eo poſterorum ruinam 
prævidiſſe: SED ARBITRIO QUOQUE SO 
DISPENSASSE : ut enim ad ejus ſapientiam 
pertinet omnium quæ futura ſunt eſſe 


præſcium, fic ad potentiam, omnia manu 
* ſua regere et moderari. 


Ib. Lib. iii. Cap. 23. Sekt. *. 


5 Qudd igitur ſibi patefacto Dei verbo 
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non obtemperant reprobi, probe id in ma- 
litiam pravitatemque cordis eorum rejicie- 
tur, modò ſimul adjiciatur, IpEO IN, HANC | 
PRAVITATEM ADDICTOS, QUIA JUSTO, ET 
INSCRUTABILI DEI , juDIcio SUSCITAT! 
SUNT, AD GLORIAM Fus sua DAMNA= 
TIONE ILLUSTRANDAM.” 

Ib. Lib. iii. Cap. 24. Sect. I4. 
© Sed enim n ſi ita eſt, parum erit 
fidei promiſſionibus evangelicis, quæ quum 
de voluntate Dei teſtantur, eum velle aſ- 
ſerunt quod inviolabili ejus decreto adver- 
ſetur-Minimè vero: quamlibet enim uni- 
verſales ſint ſalutis promiſſiones, nihil ta- 

ö % men 
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men a reproborum prædeſtinatione diſcre. 
pant : modo in earum effectum mentem 
dirigamus. Efficaces nobis tum eſſe de- 


mum promiſſiones ſeimus ubi eas fide reci- 


pimus: ubi contra exinanita eſt fides, 


ſimul abolita eſt promiſſio. Ea fi eſt na- 
tura ipſarum, videamus jam nunquid inter 
ſe hæc diſſideant, quod dicitur ab æterno 


Deus ordinaſſe quos amore complecti, in 
quos iram exercere velit : et quòd ſalutem 
omnibus indiſcriminatim denuntiat. Equi- 
dem dico optime convenire; ſic enim pro- 
mittendo, nihil aliud vult quam omnibus 
expoſitam eſſe ſuam miſericordiam, qui 
modò eam expetunt atque implorant ; quod 
non alij faciunt niſi quos illuminavit. 


Porrò illuminat quos prædeſtinavit ad ſa- 


lutem. His (inquam) conſtat certa et in- 


concuſſa promiſſionum veritas, ut dici ne- 


queat aliquid eſſe diſſenſionis inter æter- 
nam Dei electionem, et quod fidelibus of- 
fert gratiæ ſuæ teſtimonium.— Sed cur 
OMNES nominat ?---Nempe qud tutiùs pio- 
rum conſcientiæ acquieſcant, dum intelli- 
gunt nullam eſſe peccatorum differentiam, 


modd adſit fides: impij autem non cau- 


ſentur ſibi deeſſe aſylum, qud ſe a peccati 


ſervitute recipiant, dum oblatum ſibi in- 
gratitudine ſua reſpuunt. Ergo quum 
utriſque Dei miſericordia per Evangelium 


bo < ofteratur, 
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offeratur, fides eſt, hoc eſt, Dei illumina- 


tio, quæ inter pios et impios diſtinguit: 
ut evangelij efficaciam illi ſentiant, hi verò 


nullum indè fructum conſequantur. IIlu- 


minatio quoque ipſa electionem Dei æter- 


nam pro regula habet.“ 


Ib. Lib. iii, Cap. 24. Sect. 17, 
« Multi quidem, acſi invidiam a Deo re- 
pellere vellent, electionem ita fatentur ut 
negent quenquam reprobari: ſed inſcitè 


nimis et pueribiter: quando ipſa electio 
niſi reprobationi oppoſita non ſtaret. Di- 
citur ſegregare Deus quos adoptet in ſalu- 
tem: fortuitò alios adipiſci, vel ſua in- 
duſtria acquirere; quod ſola electio paucis 
confert, pluſquam inſulſè dicetur, Quos 


ERGO DEUS PRATERIT, REPROBAT : NE- 
QUE ALIA DE CAUSA NISI QUOD AB HARE- 
DITATE QUAM FILIJS SUIS PRADESTINAT, 


ILLOS VULT EXCLUDERE. 


Ib. Lib. ili. ; Coat 23. Sect, I. 
* Quanquam in fidem non illuminantur, 


nec evangelij efficaciam vere ſentiunt, niſi 


qui præordinati ſunt ad falutem : expe- 
rientia tamen aſtendit reprobos interdum 
ſimili fers ſenſu atque electos affici, ut ne 
ſuo quidem judicio ab electis differant. 
Quare nihil abſurdi eſt, quod cæleſtium 


donorum guſtus, et temporalis fides illis 
tribuitur: non quod vim ſpiritualis Gra- 
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tiæ ſolids percipiant, ac certumy fidet lu- 


men: ſed quia Dominus, ut magis con- 
victos et inexcuſabiles reddat, ſe inſinuat 


in eorum mentes, quatenùs ſine adop- 


tionis ſpiritu guſtari poteſt ejus bonitas.” 


Reſpons ad 2. quæſtionem inter Calvini 


Epiſtolas. Col. 434- 


5 Quanquam Fides divinæ erga nos volun- 
4 


tatis notitia eſt, et certa de ejus veritate 
perſuaſio, non mirum tamen eſt, Divini 
amoris ſenſum in temporarijs evaneſcere, 
qui licet fidei fit affinis ab ea tamen mul- 
tum differt. Voluntas Dei immutabilis eſt, 
fateor, et ſemper ejus veritas ſibi conſtat. 
Atqui nego huc uſque progredi reprobos 
ut in arcanam illam revelationem pene- 
trent quam ſolis electis ſcriptura vendicat. 
Nego igitur eos vel Dei voluntatem, ut eft 
immutabilis, capere; vel ejus veritatem 
conſtanter amplecti: quia in ſenſu eva- 


nido ſubſidant: Sicuti arbor non ſatis alte 


plantata ut vivas radices agat, temporis 
ſucceſſu areſcit, licèt per aliquot annos 
non flores tantum et folia emittat, ſed 
etiam fructus. Denique ficuti primi ho- 
minis defectione deleri potuit ex ejus mente 
et anima Dei 1 imago; ita mirum non eſt fi 
8 gratiæ ſuæ radye reprobis illu- 
ee ceat, 


n 


ce ceat, quos poſtea extingui patitur. Nec 
<« vero quidquam impedit quo minus leviter 
ce alios tingat evangely ſui notitia, alios pe- 
ce mitus imbuat. Hoc interim tenendum eſt, 
% quantumvis exigua fit ac debilis in electis 
_ « fades: quia tamen ſpiritus Dei certa illis 
<« arra eſt ac ſigillum ſuæ adoptionis, nun- 
« quam ex eorum cordibus deleri poſſe ejus 
e ſculpturam: reprobos vero tali luce aſ- 
“ pergi quæ poſtea diſpereat: neque tamen 
* fallacem eſſe ſpiritum etiamſi ſemen, quod 
« in eorum corda jacit, non vivificet, ut 
<« ſemper maneat incorruptibile ſicut in 
ec cleans.” 
Reſpons ad 3 . Queſtionem. Col. 435. 
The following extracts give an account of 
the opinions of one Hieronymus Bolſe- 
cus, who had been cenſured, and baniſhed 
from Geneva, for them. They likewiſe un- 
fold very explicitly Calvin's own doctrines, 
and expreſs his apprehenſion leaſt Bolſecus's | 
opinions might be approved by the miniſters 
of the church of Baſil. 


tiam 


Calvinus miniſtris Baſilienſibus. Menſe Jan. 
1552. Epiſt. Col. 141. 


Litteris noſtris ac teſtimonio ne habeatur 
e fides, deſcriptas ex actis publicis ejus 15 
7 panſiones Senatus noſter vobis miſit; 

C 2 quibu 


EC 19-7 
quibus reperietis ad verbum” © Fidem ab 
« electione non pendere.” item, Electio- 
* nem eſſe ex fide.” item, Neminem in ſna 
cæcitate manere ob nature corruptionem; 
«© quia rite a Deo illuminantur omnes; Deum 
* verd contumelia affici fi quis dicat deſeri 
aliquos in ſua cæcitate a Deo, quoniam illi 
« fic viſum eſt,” Item, «© Trahi a Deo ra- 
tionales omnes creaturas nec quenquam 
ab initio deſert, Ted qui ſæpius Deo relucta- 
tus eſt.” Item, * Ex lapideo corde fieri 
cor carneum, nihil eſſe aliud quam dari cor 
intelligentiæ capax; hanc vero gratiam 
generalem eſſe.” Item, Non eſſe hos 
* Potitts quam illos ad falutem prædeſtina- 
tos.” (et paulo poſt) . Conferte hæc DE- 
LIRIA cum veſtro judicio.---Quid magis 
diſſentaneum? abſit ergd ut vos 11s 
tus erroribus dicamus ſufffagari. Scribat 
«© KFalleſius hominem eſſe non malum, et in 
« gratiam 1GNOTI NEBULONIS famam ſuam 
* ludibtio proftituat.” (Paulò infra) * In- 
PIJ ET PERFIDI NEBULONIS ASTUTIA ves 
circumveniri paſſi non eſtis.”- 
This is pretty well for one man, conſider- 


wg the charge brought againſt him ; but he 


is not ſo let off. The next epiſtle is on the 


lame ſubject; and unfolds Calvin's own doc. 


trines ſomething more explicitly. 
| ___*« Calvinus 
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Calvinus Chriſtophoro Liberteto. 
(no date) Col. 142. 


% Tu vero, mi Chriſtophore, longe falleris, 
fi æternum Dei conſilium ita poſſe diſ- 
cerpi putas, ut quoſdam elegerit in ſalu- 
tem, neminem exitio deſtinarit. Nam ſi 
aliquos elegit, certè ſequitur non onines 
eſſe electos. Porrò quid de his dicendum 
erit, niſi eos relinqui ut pereant? Mutua 


igitur inter reprobos et electos relatio fit 


oportet.---Verbo quidem fatetur Hierony- 
mus Bolſecus certum aliquem numerum a 
Deo electum eſſe; ſed cum propiùs urgetur 


ad univerſos homines delabi ipſum neceſle 


eſt. Dicit enim palam ex #quo gratiam 
omnibus offerri, que ad falutem fit Illis 


efficax: quod alij recipiunt, alij reſpuunt, 


diſcrimen in libero eorum arbitrio eſſe, qui 
Deum vocantem motu proprio ſequuntur. 
Neque enim diſſimulat fic libero arbitrio 


præditos eſſe omnes ut in medio omnibus 


poſita ſit obtinendæ ſalutis facultas. Hoc 
modo totam prædeſtinationem ab ipsa ra- 
dice convelli vides, ſtatui liberum arbitrium 
quod ſalutem aliqua ex parte nobis ac- 
quirat.---Atque hoc pluſquàm ridiculum 
eſt, quod Hieronymus liberum arbitrium 

5 confeſſus. 


(- -14 }) 


« confeſſus, à meriti voce abhorret. Quiſ- 
« quis enim ideò cenſetur in Dei filus, quia 
ce oblatæ ſibi adoptionis gratiæ ſe aptavit, 
« quomodò merito ſpoliandus ?”----He then 
accuſes him of impudence, obſtinacy, and 
prevarication, and goes on---< Sine fine et 
« modo in eoſdem revolvi circuitus, nec fier1 1 
« aliter potuit. Niſi enim tractos à Patre 5 
« eſſe qui ad Chriſtum veniunt fatemur, et 
e hoc pecuhare eſſe Spiritus ſancti opus in 
« electis, vel omnes promiſcue electos eſſe 
c conſtat, vel cauſam electionis in cujuſque 
e merito ſitam eſſe: fi reprobationis exor- 
« dium in ſecunda hominis contumacia ſta- 
tuitur, ſequitur, nihil apud Deum eſſe 
« conſtituti, ſed ſuſpenſum eſſe ejus conſi- } 
« hum quid de ſingulis acturus fit.---Fatetur 1\ 
« Hieronymus natura omnes pravos efle, 
*« gratiam Dei omnibus offerri, que ingeni- 
tam à natura pravitatem corrigat. Quoſ- 
« dam fingit liberi arbitry ſui motu correc- 
« tionem admittere, ut fit efficax : alios 
e quibus idem liberum eſſet, reſpuendo bis 
e fieri contumaces: inde fictitiam reproba- 
e tionem elicit. Ita æternum Dei confilium 
„ fubjici omnium arbitrio, quis non yidet ? 
Et tu elegantiam neſcio quam in tanta 
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. „ INSULSITATE videre te putas. Atqui fi 
i “quid in divinis intelligo hoc multò inep- 


cc 


tius ac craſſius commentum eſt quam Pa- 
piſtarum 
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piſtarum fuit. jam ſi fructns electionis 
e eſt. bona et recta in homine voluntas; 
« reprobos ſequitur toto cordis affectu ad 
« malum ferri. Nec verò Paulus cum vo- 
« lentis eſſe negat (Rom. ix. 16.) aliquam 
« tribuit reprobis voluntatem, que per ſe 
« fit irrita: quin potius ex Dei miſericordia 
“ fluere docet, quod bene velle et rectè cur- 
« rere incipiant, qui priùs erant ab omni 
<« rectitudine averſi. Deſinant ergo fontem 
<« et primam cauſam diſcretionis inter electos 
te et reprobos in humano arbitrio locare, fi 
R quem electionis Dei locum relinquere vo- 
unt“ 

Calvin, in the above quotation, has unfor- 
tunately run from one extreme to another. 
In order to avoid the popiſh Doctrine of 
Merit, he has adopted that of the Fa- 
J... 067 15. 

There is another Letter, without a name, 
concerning this Hieronymus Bolſecus, ad- 
dreſſed, Miniſtris Helveticis fratribus,” 
written from Geneva, without a date. This 
gives a more particular account of his trial, 


( 


* 


Xc. highly commending the moderation of 


Calvin's doctrine with reſpect to God's de- 
crees; and appealing for it to his Ixs IT u- 
10, quam hic (Hieronymus) præcipuè 
« ſuſcepit oppugnandam.” His own offspring 
being immediately attacked, may account 

perhaps 


( 16 ) 


perhaps for Calvin's making uſe of ſuch il- 
liberal language, very much unbecoming ſo 
great a. man, and hurtful even to the very 
beſt cauſe. 2 

Calvin's own opinions, in the year 1 538, 
might upon reflection have taught him more 


moderation towards thoſe WhO diflered m 


his later ſyſtem. 


Been ben Joannis CALVINVI IN EDITIONEM 


GALLICAM Novi TESTAMENTI. Nxocour. 


Anno MDXXXV. 
cc Tandem igitur ubi adfuit lane illud 
tempus ac dies a Domino præordinata, ad- 
„ ſtitit coram' Meſſias ille tot retrò ſæculis 
c exoptatiſſimus: atque idem illa omnia 
« cumwulate præſtitit quæ erant ad oMNIUM 
« redemptionem neceſſaria. Neque verò in- 


« tra unum Iſraclem tantum illud benefi- 


e cium ſtetit, cùm patius ad UNIVERSUM 
« HUMANUM GENUS uſque porrigendum ef. 
<« ſet: Quia per unum Chriſtum vnryvERSUM 


© HUMANUM GENUS recanciliandum erat Deo, 


« ut: his Novi Fæderis tabulis continetur et 
" ampliſlims demonſtratur.”- 

Calv. Ep. col. 543. 
Again, in the ſame, . Ad iſtam Hære- 


« ditatem (Regni Paterni ſcilicet) vocamur 


„ OMNES SINE PERSONARUM ACCEPTATIONE, 


Maſcul, Fœminæ, Summi, Infimi, Heri, 
Servi, 


EE PL EE dn ES 5. er 9-0 n 585 
V ADE LANE ONS IE Oe OE I TOR > ; 
A * 2 DIE e . 

7 > * * * * * 


r N 5 8 9 
A bs a . o SA AN 7 * e 4 8 2 ns 2 1 2 ; 5 
* 5 a . N <: DS $3268 rr SK - » 88 pl . 20 ſt 8 ; — 5 : 3 . 
F 3. 6 By 9 98 FI 3 NJ * 5 . n _ 2 wad! r n 3 NY 1 ny 4 g. 1 3 . wr De”; 2 n D 3 - SONS oe ALY SA S 
. 2 ? 6 8 nn er NN 4 2 err be 4 Co Ne . neee * WR 5 T2; 9 r V2. L COW x S 2 en. PART, ne 
r , . RFID Cay Cr oe, ͤ ͤ or INE TTY de Rage 2 ab c e ß es ere ̃ ñ ñxßßß ]⁊è vv, ⅛ e:... OE RE 7, 


8 


* 
3 * * 
x 
£ : 

WA % 

beds” 1 

gout 
3 

NE 
© A 
83 2 
e. 

4 
5 
2 
ne. 
8 
_ 
338 
= 
-<_ * 

1 
N 
5 5 

5 

Ke 12 b 
RN 
ard 
Ag 
Ke 
23 
5 
5. 
* 

ne 1 
© 
E. 


(7 ) 


Servi, Magiſtri, Diſcipuli, Doctores, Idiotæ, 
«© lJudæi, Græci, Galli, Romani. NRNMoO Hixc 
*EXCLUDITUR, qui modò Chriſtum, qualis 
« offertur a Patre in ſalutem omnium, ad- 
78 mittat, et admiſſum complectatur. 
Ib. Col. 545. 
Calvin's doctrine of Predeſtination ap- 


pears, from the foregoing quotations, to 


be reſolved into the ſole will of God, both as 
to the elect and the reprobate. As to the 
firſt, he aſſerts the decrees of God to be ab- 
ſolute, --- without any reſpect to faith in 
Chriſt, or a good life. As to the reprobate, 
they, by the fame abſolute and irreſpective 


decree of God, are predeſtinated and * deter- 


mined to - fin, and ſo to damnation. How 
he keeps clear of making God the author of 
fin, it behoves his followers to explain. # 


* 
. # 
* , 1 


WE SHALL NEXT PROCEED To OUR ARTI- 
CLE, AND SHEW THAT IT GIVES NO COUN- 
TENANCE TO such DOCTRINES z WHICH 
WE SHALL ENDEAVOUR TO EVINCE FROM 
THE DESIGN AND HISTORY OF THE ARTI- 

cr, AND THE SENTIMENTS OF THE PRIN- 
clrar COMPILER OF IT. 
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It may be proper to produce this article, 
8 nomgled in Edward v time, greing in 
the margin the alteratrons made init b our 
Reformers under queen Elizabeth in the 
year 1562, and dividing it into 9 as 
the matter of it 8 
G Raten; EET, 

5 XVII Article. == * eee 

* Siegeln ak life, i is the, . 
le ing purpoſe of God whereby. (before the 
7 (2: d of, the world. were la 
« hath. copſtantly decreed; by his counſel 
* ſecret. unto. us, to Fe ne curſe and 
1 "dampation thoſe. whom. he bath choſen * 
out of mz kind, an dab ring them. by 
4 5 uf, 115 eyer laſting. an vation, as Yeſlcls 
” KY 1 Wehr, Wherefore they Which 
"= PE ith ſo excellent a benefit of 
God, be called according to God's purpoſe, 
« by his ſpirit working in due ſeaſon, they 
through grace obey. the calling, they be 
« juſtified. freely, they, are, made ſons, of + 
10 adoption, they. are made. like the! image of 
ls nly by 7; eſus Chriſt ;, the 
„ TRA, Oy begotten,$ Jeſus C y 
« Walk religiouſſy An. good. warks,, and, at 
E fc length. by God's, mercy, ne n to 
5 * everlaſting "felicity, .. EET TOI 


7 at 
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* Added in 1 56. In Chriſt. f · Cod * 1 His. 
Son 


71 a As 


( 


FP 15 5 As the godly conſideration of pred ſti- 
<« nation and election in Chriſt, is full of 

« ſweet, pleaſant, and unſpeakable comfort 
«. to:godly perſons, and ſuch as feel in them- 
e ſelves the working of the ſpirit of Chriſt, 
« mortifying the works of the fleſh,” and 
„e their earthly members, and drawing up 
« their mind to 'high and heavenly things, 
as well becauſe it doth greatly eſtabliſh 
«and confirm their faith of eternal falva- 
«tion, to be enjoyed through ' Chriſt, as 
«becauſe it doth fervently kindle their love 
«towards God. 

n 80 for curious and l perſons, lack- 
ing the ſpirit of Chriſt, to have continually 
before their eyes the ſentence of God's 
“ predeſtination, is a moſt dangerous down- 
« fall, whereby the devil doth, thruſt them 
s either into deſperation, or into wretchleſ- 
ke neſs of moſt unclean living (impuriſſimæ 
« vitæ ſecuritatem) no leſs perilous than deſ- 
c peration, 

Furthermore, THO n THE DECREES 
e OF PRE DESTINATION BE UNKNOWN To US, 

« YET we muſt receive God's promiſes in ſuch 
« wiſe as they be generally ſet forth to us in 
« holy ſcripture; and in our doings, that 
« will of God is to be followed, which we 


<« have expreſiy declared unto us in the word 
«or God., 


® Theſe words left out in 1562. 


( 120) ) 


Ihe following compariſon, of the ſeveral 
parts of the definition of predeſtination or 
election in the article, with the correſpond- 
ing texts of ſcripture, will-ſhew how nearly 


the compilers exprelied themſelves in ſerip- 
ture words. | | 1 223207 


Nn 


* Prodelbination to life 18 che ls 
purpoſe of God, whereby (3.) (BEFORE 
THE FOUNDATIONS OF, THE WORLD WERE 
Laid) he hath conſtantly decreed by his 
counſel, ſecret ta us, to deliver from. 1.) 
CURSE and damnation thoſe whom he hath 
(2) choSEN * (1N Cnkis tr) out of mankind, 
« and to (4.) bring them by Chriſt! to ever- 
.« laſting ſalvation (as veſſels made to ho- 
T0 Sound Rom. IX. V. 21, 23. 5 . 
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Added in 1562: Though our Reformers in Laer tt time 
meant the ſame, as app:ars by the words By Cn nis, inthe next 
member of the ſenten.c ; yet thoſe in Elizaheth's thought p 


to keep cloſe to the text in the A ren 1 85 I ) "hough the 
repeat the name of Cnxisr * | | 


- #4 4, 


R 
r 


V 
. 

3 

3 3 3 
. 5 » 


* Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed. us 
„with all ſpiritual. bleſſings in heavenly 


places in Chriſt: according: as he hath (2.) 


& cnosREN USIN HIM, 84 BEFORE THE FOUN- 


DATION OF THE WORLD, that we ſhould 


be holy, and without blame before him 
in love: having predeſtinated us unto (9.) 


THE ADOPTION OF CHILDREN by Jeſus 
Chriſt to himſelf, according to the good 
pleaſure of his will, to the praiſe of the 


glory of his grace, wherein he hath made 


us accepted in the beloved: in whom we 
have (4.) REDEMPTION THRO' HIS BLOOD, 
THE FORGIVENESS OF SINS, according to 
the riches of his grace; wherein he hath 
abounded towards us in all wiſdom and 
prudence, having made known unto us 
the myſtery of his will, according to his 


good pleaſure, which he hath purpoſed in 


himſelf : that in the diſpenſation of the 


fulneſs of times, he might (4.) GATHER 


TOGETHER IN ONE, ALL THINGS IN 


Ennis T, BOTH. ;WHICK ARE IN HEAVEN, 


AND WHICH ARE ON EARTH, even in him: 


(A.) IN WHOM ALSO WE HAVE OBTAINED 
AN INHERITANCE, being predeſtinated ac- 


cording to the purpoſe of him who 
worketh all things after the counſel of 
his own will: that we ſhould be to the 
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*" {6 excelent # bent nefit of God, be (5) 
e ces te To God's PURPOSE (6. 


« Au nis "SPIRIT WORKING in due ſeaſon: —— 
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«and whom me paſtrfied; them he alle ba 4 


( 23 ) 


praiſe of his «x who firſt truſted in 
Chriſt.” ---Ephel. i. V. 3---11., 

« We know that all thikgs Wölk together 
for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the (5:) CALLED ACCORDING ro 
HS PURPOSE. For whom he did fore knows 
he alſo did predeſtinate to be 857 CON= 
FORMED TO THE IMAGE, OF HIS SON, that 
he might be the firſt-born among many 
brethren. Moreover whom he did prede- 
ſtinate, them he alſo CALLED : and 
hom lie called, them he) alſo juſtifiedd: 


GLORIFIED.”---Rom. viii. V. 28230. 1 


« Who hath {aved us, and (5) CALLED 
us with an holy calling, not according to 


our? works, but (5) cd ronIs, 


PURPOSE 1. 272 grace, Which was given, us 


in Chriſt Jeſus, (3) BEFORE THE WORLD 
BEGAN, but is now made manifeſt by the 


appearing of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, 


WhO teen death, and hath 


brought life and immo ta lity to ow 
through the goſp el. —2 Tim. l. V. 9, 10. 


Elect according to the foreknowledge 
of God the Father, (6) THROUGH SAN CTI“ 
FICATION OF THE OPIRIT UNTO OBE- 
DIENCE, and ſprinkling of the blood of 
Jeſus Chriſt.” ---1 Pet. i. v. 2. 
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( 25 ) 
© Chriſt hath redeemed us from the (1) 


cuRsE of the Law, being made a curſe for 
us.”---Gal. iii. V. 13. 

© But God be thanked, that ye were the 
ſervants of ſin; but ye have (7) oBeyYED 


from the heart that form of doctrine 


which was delivered you. Being then 


made free from ſin, ye became the ſer- 
vants of righteouſneſs. Rom. vi. V. 17, 


Being (8) JUSTIFIED FREELY by his 


cc 


cc 


V. 34. 


grace, through the redemption that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus.” Rom. 11. V. 24. 


« To redeem them that were under the 


law, that we might receive the (9) Apop- 
TION OF SONS. AND BECAUSE YE ARE 
Sons, God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of 
his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, 


Father.“ Gal. iv. V. 5, 6. 
For we are his workmanſhip, (1 1) CREA- 


TED IN CIIRIST JEsUs UNTO GOOD WORKS, 


WHICH GOD HATH BEFORE ORDAINED 
(is Sęgoloſacu- prepared us) THAT WE SHOULD 


WALK IN THEM. -Epheſ. 11. v. 10. 


(12.) © Come, ye bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the kin gdonrprepared for you from 
the foundation of the world.”---Matt. xxv. 


E. 1 thall 


. 


11 


12 


26 


I ſhall add the judicious obſervations of 


Dr. * Waterland upon this article, as no 
one has yet been able to confute them. 

e The article of predeſtination has been 
„ yainly enough urged in favour of the Cal- 
„ viniſtical tenets. For, not to mention the 
« ſaving clauſe in the concluſion, or its 
« ſaying nothing at all of reprobation, and 
" nothing in favour of ABSOLUTE Predeſti- 
% nation to life, there ſeems to be a plain 
i (as Plaifere || has well obſerved) 

in the article itſelf, of two kinds of pre- 
9 4 one which is recommended to 
© us, the other condemned. —Predeſtination, 
2 rightly and piouſly conſidered, that is, 
e conſidered (not IRRESPECTIVELY, not AB- 
* $0LUTELY) but with reſpect to faith in 
e Chriſt, faith working by love, and perſe- 
e vering ; ſuch a predeſtination is a ſweet 
«© and comfortable doctrine. But the ſen- 
e tence of God's predeſtination (it is not 
„ here ſaid Ix CHRIST as before) that ſen- 
* tence SIMPLY or ABSOLUTELY conſidered 
(as curious and CARNAL perſons are apt 
to conſider it) is a moſt DANGEROUS DOWN- 
* FALL, 00s either to SECURITY or DES- 


* SUPPLEMENT TO THE n or ARIan Susschir- 


PLOW, Þ: $7. 


| PlLairexe's ANALYSIS OF THE 17th Aurierr, p. 198. 
edit. 1719. | 
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CY) 
© PERATION, as having no reſpect to foreſeen 
FAITH and a GooD LIFE, nor depending 
upon it, but ANTECEDENT in order to it. 
« The article then ſeems to ſpeak of two 
« ſubjects, firſt of predeſtination, ſoberly 
ce underſtood with reſpect to faith in CHRIST, 
« which is wholeſome doctrine ; ſecondly of 
« predeſtination s1MPLY conſidered, which is 
« a dangerous doctrine. And the latter part 
« ſeems to be intended againſt thoſe goſpel- 
lers, whereof Biſhop + Burnet ſpeaks. 
Nor is it imaginable that any TRUE and 
* $0UND doctrine of the goſpel, ſhould of 
itſelf have any aptneſs to become a powx- 
FALL even to CARNAL perſons: but CAR- 
NAL perſons are apt to corrupt a ſound 


+ *The doctrine of Predeſtination having been generally taught 
by the Reformers, many of this ſect (the Goſpellers) began to 
make ſtrange inferences from it; reckoning that ſince every 
thing was decreed, and the decrees of God could. not be fruſ- 
trated, therefore men were to leave themſelves to be carried by 
theſe decrees. This drew ſome into great impiety of lite, and 
«. others into deſperation. The Germans ſoon ſaw the ill effects 
of this doctrine. Luther changed his mind about it, and Me- 
lancthon openly writ againſt it. And ſince that time, the whole 
„ ſtream of the Lutheran church has run the other way. But 
both Calvin and Bucer were till for maintaining the doctrine of 
theſe decrees : only they warned the people not to think much 
of them, ſince they were ſecrets which men could not penetrate 
into. But they did not ſo clearly ſtew how theſe conſequences 
did not flow from ſuch opinions. Hooper, and many other 
good writers, did often dehort the people from entering into 
«© theſe curioſities; and a caveat to the ſame purpoſe was put 
« afterwards into the article of the Church about predeſtination. 
Burnet's Hiſt. of the Reformation, vol. ii. p. 107. 
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doctrine, and ſuit it to their own luſts 
and paſſions, thereby falſifying the truth. 
This doctrine ſo pRPRAVED and MISTAKEN 
our church condemns. That is, ſhe con- 
demns ABSOLUTE, IRRESPECTIVE Predeſ- 
tination, not the other.” 

Hemingius (as quoted by Plaifere *) ſpeaks 


to the ſame purpole, 


« ], De prædeſtinatione rectè erudiri ec- 
eleſiam ſummoperè neceſſarium eſt : Nam 


ut nullam doctrinam uberiorem conſola- 


tionem pijs conſcientijs afferre ſolet, quam 
doctrina predeſtinationis RECTE EXPLI- 
CATA, ita nihil periculoſius eſt quam 
RECTA prædeſtinationis RATIONE aber- 
rare.” 

6 Il. Nam qui a vera deflectit, in præci- 
pitium fertur, unde ſe recipere non bo 
teſt ” 

III. Sunt quidem, qui cum audiunt noſ- 
tram ſalutem in Dei electione et propoſito 
ſitam eſſe, modum verum haud obſervant, 
ſomnia ſtoica, et fabulas Parcarum fingunt, 
quibus et ſeipſos miſerè implicant, et alips 
pernicioſè ſeducunt.“ 

„ IIII. Modus autem predeſtinationis ve- 


riſſimus eſt, quem Paulus nobis common- 


ſtrat, cum ad I Epheſ. ſcribit ELEOIT Nos 
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( 29) 


« IN CHRISTO. In hoc modo conditio fidei 


A 


« 


includitur ; nam cum fide inſerimur Chriſto, 
e ejus membra efficimur, et idèo electi, quia 
« Chriſt: membra ſumus,” 

* CRANMER, With the aſſiſtance of Rip- 
LEY, was the compiler of our articles. + The 
Archbiſhop in the year 1548 propounded 
a great and weighty buſineſs to MELANnC- 
THON, which was this, The having one com- 
mon confeſſion of faith for all the Pro- 
teſtant churches, drawn up out of the pure 


+0 


word of God, which they might all own and 


agree in. He had obſerved what differences 
there aroſe among Proteſtants in the doctrine 
of the Sacrament, in the divine decrees, in 
the government of the church, and ſome 
other things. Theſe diſagreements had ren- 
dered the profeſſors of the goſpel contempti- 
ble to thoſe of the Roman communion. 


And cs Helvetia and France with Germany 
were the chief countries abroad, where the 


reformation took place; CRANMER wrote, 
in purſuance of this deſign, to BULLINGER 
and Carvin. The 4 laſt of which ſignifies 
by letter his entire approbation of it. Mr- 
LANCTHON immediately wrote to CRANMER 


* Burnet's Hiſt. of the Reformation, vol. 2. p. 166. and par- 
ticularly as to Cranmer, vol. 3. p. 211. 

+ V. Strype's Life of Cranmer, p. 497. 

4 V. Strype's Life of ditto, p. 409. 
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in anſwer to his propoſal in theſe words.--- 
Reverende Domine, literis quas Jonz Fi- 
ce lius de ſermone tuo mihi ſcripſit, ante 
* menſem reſpondi. Quo diutius autem de 
« veſtrà deliberatione, qui nulla gravior et 
te magis neceſſaria in genere humano inſtitui 
<« poteſt, cogito, eo magis et opto, et vos 
e adhortandos eſſe cenſeo, ut de univerſo 
e doctrinæ corpore edatis confeſſionem ve- 
« ram et perſpicuam, collatis judicijs erudi- 
« torum, quorum et nomina aſcribantur, ut 
« apud omnes gentes extet illuſtre teſtimo- 
« mum de doctrinà gravi authoritate tradi- 
« tum, et ut poſteritas normam habeat, quam 
“ ſequatur. Nec vero multùm diſſimilis ea 
« confeſſio noſtræ I ſc. Auguſt. Confeſl.] erit 
« futura, ſed paucos quoſdam articulos ve- 
lim extare ad poſteritatem magis expli- 
s catos, ne ambiguitates poſtea occaſionem 


« prebeant novis diſſidys *.” Calend. Maj 


I548. 3 

And again in another + epiſtle to Cran- 
mer, the ſame year, he ſays,---< Illud autem 
«« te oro, ut deliberes cum viris bonis ac 
< vere doctis, et quid ſtatuendum, et qua 
moderatione initio in docendo opus fit. 
* Ego optarim, ut in e epiſtola ſcr pſt, 


* MelanGthonis Epiſt. p. 71. at the end of Eraſmus' s Epiſtles. 


Edit. 1642. 
T Ib. p. 523. 
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ce non tantum de hac quæſtione ſed de qui- 
« buſdam alijs rebus edi ſummam neceſſariæ 
« doctrinæ fine privato ullo affectu, delibe- 
« ratis et adſcriptis ſuffragijs piorum et doc- 
c torum, qui eſſent adhibiti ad eam delibe- 
« rationem, nec relinqui poſteris ambigui- 


tates tanquam u ed oc. In the ſame 
epiſtle he adds *,---** NINIs HORRIDE FUE- 
* RUNT INITIO STOICZ DISPUTATIONES APUD. 
cc NOSTROS DE FATO, ET DISCIPLINA NOCUE- 
« RUNT. QUARE TE ROGO, UT DE rar 
bh, ALIQUA FORMULA DOCTRINZA COGITES.” - .. 

Melancthon's doctrine of „ is 
well known from his Loci TyeoLoGict and 
other works, and his diſapprobation of Cal- 
vin's will be ſeen hereafter. 

This excellent purpoſe of the archbiſhop's 
was fruſtrated by the troubles which hap- 
pened at that time both at home and + 
abroad, after he had laboured for two years 


to bring it to a good iſſue. This deſign be- 


cc 


* eee. in the AucusTan CoxrEss10N (1530), after 
aſſertin reaching of repentance and promiſe of grace to be 
univerſal, POR explaining the grounds of the remiſſion of our ſins 
and juſtification, adds.“ Non eſt hie opus diſputationibus de 

++ przdeſtinatione aut ſimilibus. Nam promiſſio eſt univerſalis, et 
„ nihil detrahit operibus, imò exuſcitat ad fidem, et vere Von 
© opera.” Cap. de Fide. In the Saxon Conress10n (1551) 
the ſame 1s expreſſed, e in the * words. Corpus Con: 
feſſionum, p. 84. 

+ In this year [1548] the Emperor was buſy in forcing the Ix- 
TERIM upon the cities of Germany. He, with the utmoſt vio- 
lence, obliged the Proteſtants of Augſburg and Ulm to ſubmit to 

it, and many other towns complied with the ſame, through fear ef 


the 


( 32 ) 


ing at an end, he propoſed, about the year 
1550, to draw up a body of articles of reli- 
gion, for the uſe of the church of England 


only, which, by the King's bert. he 
brought to effect in 1552, and in that year 


they were publiſhed and ſubſcribed. In the 


drawing up of theſe articles, next to the 


ſcriptures and the doctrine of the primitive 


church, he had an eye to the AucGusTANn 


ConFxssron, as appears from the identity 


of many of the articles --- to the writings 


of Melancthon, whoſe aſſiſtance he deſired, 


and whom King Edward invited over hi- 


ther---to the works of ERASMus, and to 
the NxcxssAxY DocrRINE AND ExUpiTIoN 


FOR ANY CHRISTIAN Max, which the * 
archbiſhop had ſo great a hand in draw- 


ing up. The doctrine of that book, as to 
the point we are upon, will give us the ear- 


lieſt notice of his opinions concerning pre- 
deſtination, and the points neceſſarity con- 
nected with it; opinions which he entertained 
to the laſt, and had no occaſion to vary from, 


the like vengeance from the Emperor, which theſe cities had felt.» 
— then proceeded 10 the Low- countries, carrying in triumph his 
priſoners, the Elector of Saxony, and Landgrave of Heſſe, 
pony him. Theſe were the troubles abroad, that put a _ 
1. s deſign, V. Robertſon's Hiftory of . 6g 
val 3. p. 180. 4vy0. 
* Burnet's Hiſtory of the Reformation, vol. 2. , p. 238. 
abe. VIII. . the enten Docrais: Cranmer's 
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as he did upon conviction, from that of the 
corporal preſence, The three laſt chapters of 
that work, which was reviewed, altered, and 
augmented, and at length ubliſhed in x 543 
were added by Cranmer, v1z. thoſe on FßERE- 
WILL, JUSTIFICATION, and Goop Works, In 


the firſt, after afſerting free will in man, he 


adds,---* It is furely of the grace of God 


cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc. 


cc 
cc 


cc 


mo”: 


cc 


onely, that firſt we be inſpired : and moyed 
to any good thing : but to refifte te 2 
tions and to perſyſt in gooqnes, an 

forwarde, it is both of the grace of God, 
and of ir free will and endevoure. And 


finally after we have perſevered to the 


ende, to be crowned with glory therfore, 


is the gift and mercy of God, who of his 


bountifull goodneſſe hath ordeyned that 
rewarde to be given after this lte, ac- 
cording to ſuche good workes as be done 
in this life by his grace.” And again in 


the fame chapter, God is naturally good, 


cc 


ce 


cc 


cc 


cc- 


cc 
cc 
Kc 
FF 


and willeth all men to be ſaved, and careth 


for them, and provideth al thing, b 


whiche they may be ſaved, excepte by their 
owne malice, they woll be ery], and fo b 

righteuous judgement of God, periſhe and 
be loſte. For truely men be to themſelves 
the antours of ſinne and damnation. God 
is neyther autour of ſinne, nor the cauſe 
of damnation, And yet doth he moſte 
FR. oy” N Wy rightyouſly 


„ 


5 rightuouſly damne thoſe men, that do 
. with vices corrupte theyr nature, whiche 
e made good, and do abuſe the ſame to 
«<-evyll deſyres, againſte his moſt holy wyll. 
« Wherefore men be to be warned, that they 
« do not impute to God theyr vice, or theyr 
h « damnation, but to themſelves, whiche by 
« free will have abuſed the grace and bene- 
« fites of. God.” 


All men be alſo to. be moniſhed, and 


3 chiefly. preachers, that in this highe mater, 


« they, lokinge on both ſides, ſo attempre | 


7 and moderate themſelves, that neyther 
« they ſo preache the grace of God, that 
« 75 take away therby free will, nor on the 
2h other ſide ſo extolle free will, that injury 

e be done to the grace of God.” 

In the chapter on Juſtification, he ſays--- 
<« And albeit God is the principal cauſe, and 
« chiefe worker of this Juſtification in us, 


| + 


* 8 
7 


0 good thyng, but followyng his free wyll 
„ in the ſtate of a ſynner, encreaſeth his 
% owne injuſtice, and multiplieth his ſynne : 


« yet ſo it pleaſeth the high wiſdome of 
<4 by his grace 

Co (whiche beyng offered, man may if he 
6 wyll refuſe or receive) ſhall. bg alſo a 
& worker by his free conſent, and obedience 
74 10 the: ſame, in the atteyning of his owne | 
hs juſtifica- 


* God, that man prevente 


without whoſe grace no man can do no 


kc 


«c 


1-35 7} 


juſtification, and by Goddes grace and 


helpe, ſhal walke in ſuch workes, as be 
requiſite to his juſtification, and ſo con- 


tinuyng come to the perfect ende thereof, 


by ſuch meanes and waies as God hath 


ordeyned.“ 


« Wherin it is to be conſidered, that al- 
though our Saviour Chriſt hath offered 


hymſelfe upon the croſſe *, a ſufficient re- 
demption and ſatisfaction for the ſynnes 
of all the world, and hath made hymſelfe 


an open way and entre unto God the Fa- 

ther for all mankynd, onely by his worthy 
merite and deſervyng, and willyng all men 
to be ſaved, calleth upon all the world, 
without reſpect of perſones, to come and 


be partakers of the ryghtuouſneſſe, peace, 


and glory which is in hym: yet for all 
this benignitie and grace, ſhewed univer- 
ſally to the hole worlde, none ſhall have 


the effect of the benefyte of our Saviour 


Chriſte, and enjoye everlaſtinge ſalvation. 
by him: but they that take ſuche ways to 


atteyn the ſame, as he hath taught and 


appointed by his holy word. Again, in 


the ſame chapter, And it is no doubt, 


cc 


but although we be ones juſtified, yet we 


es below, how. uniform Cranmer was in | this opinion of 
UNIVERSAL REDBMPTION. 


F 2 «© may 


(Hy 


. may fall there fro, by oure owne free w yll 
and conſentyng unto ſynne, and 7 ado 
rk the defires therof. For albeit the hous of 
ur conſcience be ones made clene, and the 
* foull ſpirite be expelled, from us in bap- 
liſme, or penaunce: yet if we wax ydle 
and take not hede, he will returne with 
« ſeven worſe ſpirites, and polleſſe us agayn. 
* And although we be illuminat, and have 
© faſted the heavenly gyft, and be made par- 
takers of the holy goſte: yet may we fall 
and dif pleale God. Wherfore as faint Paul 
e ſayeth, K. that Nandeth, let him take hede 
& that he fall not.” 

1 And here all Phantaſtical imagination, 
curious realonyng, and vai truſt of pre- 
deſtination, is to be laid apart. And ac- 
cording to the plain maner of {peaking 
and teachyng of ſcripture in innumerable | 
places, we ought evermare to be in dread 
of our owne fraielty, and natural pronity 
* to fall to ſynne, and not to aſſure ourſelfe, 
* that we be *eleCted any otherwiſe, than by 
3 felyng of ſpiritual motions in our hart, 


. » Gan here expreſſes much the ſame, that the ſecond para- 
File of the 17th Article does, which evinces the truth of arch- 
iſnop Bancroft's obſervation, at the Hampton-court conference; 
that concerning our election in Chriſt, we are not to argue de- 
ſcendendo but aſcendendo.---In theſe quotations from the neceſ- 


ſary doctrine, we have plain traces of our X. XVI. and XXI. 
Articles. 


and 


3 


i and by the tokens of good and vertuous 
„ livyng, in felowyng the grace of God, and 
** perſeveryng in the ſame to the ende.“ 
And again, 76. 

« And whereas in certain places of ſcrip- 
er ture our juſtification is aſcribed to fayth, 
© without any further addition or mention 
of any other vertue or gift of God: it is 
to be underſtand of fayth in the ſecond 
c acceptation, as before is declared in the 
ce article of faith, wherein the feare of God, 
s repentaunce, hope, and charitie be included 
« and compriſed, all which muſt be joyned 
+ togither in our juſtification: ſo that no 
< fayth is ſufficient to juſtification or ſalva- 
“tion, but ſuche a fayth, as worketh by 
charity, as is plainly expreſſed by ſaint 
“ Paul in his epiſtle to the Galatians,” 
Theſe were CRANMER'S doctrines in the 
year 1543. How oppoſite to the rigid ones 
of Calvin I need not obſerve. That he con- 
tinued in the ſame to the laſt will appear 
from the following quotations, wherein he 
aſſerts univerſal redemption through Chriſt; 
a doctrine, which purſued in its juſt con- 
ſequence, will overthrow the whole of Cal- 
Yan. s ſyſtem on theſe points. 

« ----Chrift was ſuche an hygh byſhop, 
ce 45 he ones offeryng hymſelf, was ſuffi- 
*«« cient by ones effuſion of his bloud, to 


x ** abolyſhe 


( 38 ?) 
** abolyſhe ſynne unto the worldes end. He 
« was ſo perfect a prieſt, that by one obla- 
{© tion he purged an infinite heape of ſynnes 
« leavyng an eaſy and redy remedy for al 
<« ſynners, that his one ſacryfice ſhulde ſuf- 
« fiſe for many yeares unto all men that 
„ wolde not ſhewe theimſelves unwoorthye. 
And he toke unto hymſelf not onely their 
« ſinnes that many yeres before were dead, 
“ and put theyr truſt in hym, but alſo the 
** ſynnes of thoſe, that untyl his comyng 
« agayn, ſhuld truly beleve in his goſpell. 
So that nowe we may loke for none other 
„ prieſt nor ſacrifice, to take away our ſyn- 
nes, but only hym and his ſacrifice. And 
* as he ang ones was offered for all, ſo 
as muche as pertayned to hym, hee toke 
e all mens ſynnes unto himſelf.” ---Cranmer 
on the Sacrament, Lond. 1 5 a P. 106. b. 
ohh a. 

Speaking before in his Preface to the ſame, 
of the reaſon of Chriſt's coming into the 
world, he ſays, - and to preach and give 
* pardon and a full remiſſion of ſynne to 
all his elected, and to perform the ſame, 
« he made a ſacrifice and oblation upon the 
„ croſſe, which was a full redemption and 
propitiation for the ſynnes of the whole 
« world.” Again in his prayer at the 
ſtake.-- 1 


« O God 


639) 


O God the Son, thou waſt not made man, 


* 


4 


ce this great myſtery Was not wrought, for 


* 


— 


few or ſmall offences, nor thou didſt not 
„give thy Son unto death, O God the Fa- 
“ ther, for our little and ſmall ſynnes only, 
e but for all the greateſt ſynnes of the 
« world: ſo that the ſinner return unto thee 
« with a penitent heart.“ 

If we add the words of diſhes Ridley, in 
the Preface to his Diſputation at Oxford, a 


0 


little before his martyrdom, we ſhall have 
reaſon to conclude from what quarter our 


XXXI Article and theſe words in the com- 
munion-ſervice came Who made there 
« (upon the croſs) by his one oblation of 
« himſelf once offered, a full, perfect, and 
« ſufficient ſacrifice, oblation, and ſatisfac- 
tion for the ſins of the whole world.“. 

The biſhop's words are theſe---Ex epiſtola 
« ad Hebræos patet unicam eſſe oblationem 
«© et unicum vere vivificum ſacrificium, ob- 
„ latum in ara Crucis, qui fuit, eſt et erit 


A 
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£2 in perpetuum propitiatio Pro peccatis to- 


„ tius mundi.“ 
It appears that Cx AN MHR and MELANCTHON 


had a high veneration for each other. Their 
correſpondence began * as early, at leaſt, as 
1538. MELANCTHON recommended. ſeveral 


. Melancthonis Epiſtolæ, ubi ſupra, p. 522. 


foreigners, 
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foreigners to the archbiſhop' s patronage, 
whom he cordially embraced. CRANMER 
gave King Edward ſo high an opinion of him, 
that, as was before obſerved, he invited him 
over into England. He [Cranmes} conſulted 
him upon the moſt important occaſions, 
paid the higheſt regard in drawing up our 
Articles, to the AuGusTAN CoNnFESSION, com- 
piled by MELAncTHoN, and ſeems to have 


inſerted our XVII“ Article againſt the 


rigid doctrine of Predeſtination, in conſe- 
quence of his admonition to him in the let= 
ter quoted above. 

Let us now conſider how matters ſtood 


with CALvix, in reſpect to theſe two great 


men. We have mentioned before that Cr an- 


MER had written to CALVIN in 1548, as he 
did to others in the foreign Proteſtant 


churches, upon his deſign of a general con- 
feſſion; the nature of the thing requiring 
that he ſnould do ſo. About the ſame time 
Calvix, underſtanding EpwAR ps deſign of 
proſecuting the Reformation here, wrote to 
CRANMER, offering his aſſiſtance; but the * 
archbiſhop knew the man, ſays Heylin, and 
refuſed the offer. In the year 1549 he wrote 
a long + letter to the Lord Protector SomrR- 
SET, wherein he canvaſſes the Engliſh liturgy; 


* Heylin's Hiſtory of the Reformation p. 65, 
+ Ib. 28 90. 


and 
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and in 1551 he does the ſame to the King, 
the Council, and the Archbiſhop, and takes 


upon himſelf to complain of, and direct the 
conduct of affairs here, but with as little 


effect as before, except perhaps he might be 


the remote cauſe of a review of the liturgy, 
which was ſubmitted to the judgments of * 
PETER MARTYR, who came into England in 


the year 1548, and of MarTin Bucts, who 


did not arrive till ſome time after. Being 


thus diſappointed, he felt the impreſſion of it 
upon his mind, fo late as the 22d of January, 


1555. In that year diſputes aroſe at Frank- 
ford between the Engliſh, who fled from 
Queen Mary's perſecution, concerning the 
uſe of Edward's liturgy. JohN Knox and 
WILLIAM WITTINGHAM took upon them to 
make an abſtract of it, and ſend it to CALVIN 


for his judgment upon 1t. In his anſwer he 


ſignifies his diſlike of it with great freedom, 
though 1t had been reviewed. He gives his 
advice, however, to both parties for their 
conduct under their preſent diſputes; and 


then concludes in this deſponding manner 7 


* Ib. — p. 107, — Plaifere's Apello Evangelium, Ed. 1719. 
p. 15 5, Note, 

t Sed ego fruſtra ad eos ſermonem converto, qui forte non 
* tantum mihi tribuunt, ut conſilium a tali ere profectum ad- 
% mittere dignentur.“ 

Calvinus Anglis Francford, 8. D. — Ep iſt p. 213. — And a 


Diſcourſe of the Troubles of F ranford, epubliſhed in the Phoznix, 


vol. 2. 5 70. | 
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---< But I ſpeak in vain to them, which per- 
chance eſteem me not ſo well, as they will 
« vouchſafe to admit the counſel, that cometh 
« from ſuch an author.” This, from the 
turn of the preceding ſentence, is addreſſed 
to the patrons of the Engliſh liturgy. 

The ſituation in which CaLvix was with 
MELANCTHON is next to be. conſidered. In 
the year 1552, when our articles were juſt 


finiſhed, MyLAxcTHON expunges, with his 
own hand, the article de Electione out of a 


reſcript of CaLvix's. An offence this of 


ſuch a nature, as was ſufficient, one would 


have thought, to have kindled all the fire of 
fo ardent a ſpirit. In other caſes, where dif- 
ference of opinion only aroſe on his fa- 
vourite points, from thoſe who maintained 
the doctrines of MELAancTHoON, both the per- 
ſons and doctrines were arraigned. The firſt 
were * PERFIDI ET IMPIJ NEBULONES--- 
STULTI HOMINES ＋ virulenti iſti canes.--- 
The ſecond --- Deliria --- IMp1J ERRORES --- 


INSULSITAS. But the venerable character of 
MELANCTHON, in this inſtance, reſtrained 


his impetuoſity, and though he ſtiffly keeps 
to his own opinions, and expreſſes ſome re- 
ſentment upon what MELANCTHON had done, 


9 Epiſtole, Col. 142. 
+ Inſtitut, Lib. iii. cap. 23. ſe&. 2, 


yet 


o 


8 


yet he does it in fo gentle a manner, and 
with ſuch high encomiums on his character, 
that it is worth while to produce part of the 
letter at leaſt; as well for aſcertaining the 
fact, as a ſpecimen of the delicacy of CAL- 
viN's addreſs upon the occaſion. 
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Calvinus Melancthoni, S. D. Geneve 4 Cal. 


Dec. 1552 Col. 146. 


Me non leviter pungit quæ in noſtrà do- 


cendi ratione nimis palàm conſpicitur re- 


pugnantia. Equidem non ignoro ſi quid 
detur hominum auctoritati, longè æquius 
eſſe ut tibi ſubſcribam, quàm ut tu in ſen- 
tentiam meam deſcendas. Verùm id non 
agitur; neque etiam a pijs Chriſti miniſ- 
tris optandum eſt. Hoc ſilicet quæri utrin- 
que decet, ut conſentiamus in puram Dei 
veritatem. Me autem, ut ingenue fatear, 
religio impedit ne tibi in hac doctrinæ 


parte accedam: quod nimis philoſophicè 


de libero arbitrio diſputare videris; in elec- 
tione tractanda nihil aliud habere propo- 
ſitum, niſi ut te ad communem hominum 


ſenſum accomodes. Neque enim halluci- 


nation tribui hoc poteſt, quod homo acu- 
tus, et prudens, et in ſcriptura probe ex- 
ercitatus, clectionem Dei cum promiſſioni- 
bus confundis, que ſunt univerſe. Nihil 

G 2 eim 
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enim magis notum eſt, quam verbi prædi- 
cationem omnibus promiſcue eſſe commu- 
nem, ſed fidei ſpiritum ſolis electis ſingu- 
lari privilegio donari. Univerſæ ſunt pro- 
miſſiones. Qui fit igitur ut non peræquè 
apud omnes vigeat earum efficacia? Nempè 
quia non omnibus brachium ſuum Deus 
patefacit. Nec vero apud homines medio- 
criter in ſcriptura verſatos ea res diſputa- 


tione indiget: cum pariter omnibus Chriſt 
 gratiam offerant promiſſiones; et externa 


voce invitet Deus quoſlibet in ſalutem; 
peculiare eſſe fidei donum. Et mihi videor 
totam hanc quæſtionem quamvis impedita 
ſit ac ſpinoſa, proximè edito libello dilu- 
cidè explicaſſe. Cum res adeò plana fit te 


ex animi ſenſu prorſus diverſum tradere, 


nemo erit ſani judicij cui perſuadeas. Cu- 


ram ſimul et dolorem mihi auget quod te 


video in hac re propemodum elle tui diſſi- 
milem : audio enim, CUM TOTA OBLATA 
ESSET FORMULA NOSTRZA CUM TIGURINA 
ECCLESIA CONSENSIONIS PROTINUS ARREP=- 
TO CALAMO SENTENTIAM UNAM, QUE DEI 
ELECTOS A REPROBIS PARCE ET SOBRIE DIS- 
CERNIT, ABS TE ESSE CONFOSSAM. Quod 
certe ab ingeny tur manſuetudine, valde 
abhorret, Itaque ut meum libellum legere, 


vel faltem guſtare ſuſtineas, non rogo : 


quia id fruſtra mihi facturus videor. Uti- 
nam 


TT 35 3 


* nam his de rebus coram aliquandd collo- 
<< qui liceret. Notus eſt mihi tuus candor, 
is perſpecta ingenuitas et moderatio: pietas 
« vero angelis et toti mundo teſtata eſt. 
<« Ergo facile ut ſpero tota ea res inter nos 
« expediretur,” FOES 

We have ſeen nothing thus far that has 
ſhewn any attachment to CALvix's rigid doc- 
trines, either in MELANCTHON or CRANMER, 
but much to the contrary. 


III. 


IN ORDER TO CONFIRM THE SENSE OF. THE 
XVIITy ARTICLE, AS TO ITS CONTAINING 
A CAVEAT AGAINST THE RIGID DOCTRINE, 
AND THE ABUSES TOO NATURALLY FOLLOW= 
ING FROM IT, WE SHALL PRODUCE UNDER 
THIS THIRD HEAD, FROM THE REFORMATIO 
LEGUM, THE CHAPTER DE PREADESTINA- 
TIONE. As the book itſelf is in few hands, 
we ſhall give it at full length. 

By an * Act of Parliament the 43d of Ed- 
ward VI. (ann. 1549), The King was em- 
powered, for the ſpace of three years, to no- 
minate thirty-two perſons; ſixteen of the 
clergy, four whereof to be biſhops; ſixteen 
of the temporality, four whereof to be learn- 


* V. Gibſon's Codex, vol. 2. ed, 1761.—p. 931. 
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ed in the common laws of the realm: Theſe 


thirty-two perſons were to peruſe and exa- 


mine the old eccleſiaſtical laws, and to gather, 
order and compile a new body of them. By 
his letters patent, bearing date 11th of Nov. 
ann. regni quinto (1551), EDwARD nomi- 


| nates and empowers eight perſons to prepare 
and digeſt this body of laws, to be laid be- 
fore him, his privy council and the remainder 
of the thirty-two, which he intended to no- 


minate; in order to the perfecting and rati- 
fying of them, according to the tenor of the 
ſaid act. Archbiſhop * CRANMER was at the 


head of theſe eight perſons. The doctrinal 


part of this body of laws, thus drawn up, 
conſiſted of two parts. The firſt, DoE su- 


MA TRINITATE, ET FIDE CATHOLICA ; The 
ſecond, conſiſting of twenty-two chapters, 


treats de H=zREsIBus; both together contain 


much the ſame with our articles. This body 


of laws failed of being ratified by the pre- 
mature death of King EpwarD. They were 


afterwards publiſhed by Jonx Fox the mar- 


tyrologiſt in 1571, under the direction of 
ARCHBlsHoP PARKER, and would have had 
the ſanction of the legiſlature then, had not 
the over forwardneſs of the puritan part of 


* Fox, in his preface to the Rerormartio Lteoun, fays, 


ſummæ negotij præfuit Tho. Cranmerus archiepiſeopus Cantua- 
rienſis.“ | | 
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the Commons, who were deſirous of aſſum- 
ing every thing to themſelves, made the 
* Queen prevent 1t. 

Though theſe laws are of no authoritative 
force, yet they ſtill give the moſt authentic 


teſtimony to the ſenſe and opinions of the 


compilers of our articles, as concurrent with. 
them, and intended to be corroborative of 
them. 


Deg He@artsBus. Cap. 22. Dr PRaDESTINA- 
TIONE. 
<« In eccleſià multi feris et diſſolutis mori- 
bus vivunt, qui cùm re ipſa curioſi ſint, 
« differti luxu, et a Chriſti ſpiritu prorſus 
« aliem, ſemper prædeſtinationem et rejec- 
tionem, vel, ut uſitatè loquuntur, repro- 
bationem in ſermone jactant, ut, cum 
« gterno conſilio Deus vel de ſalute, vel de 
interitu aliquid certi conſtituerit, inde la- 
« tebram ſuis maleficijs et ſceleribus, et 
« omnis generis perverſitati quærant. Et 
cùm paſtores diſſipatam illorum et flagi- 
« tioſam vitam coarguunt, in voluntatem 
« Dei criminum ſuorum culpam conferunt, 
et hac defenſione profligatas admonitorum 


* Collier's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, vol. ii. p. 530. and Sir 
Symonds Dewes's Journals in the ſeſſion of 1571.---Where it ap- 
pears that the Puritan members, at the beginning of the ſeſſion, 
offered the RETORMATIO LeEGUM to the Commons; the 
Queen, jealous of their encroachment upon her ſupremacy, tells 
them, ſhe had ſeen their articles, and liked them well, but would 
do ſomething of herſelf. 
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reprehenſiones exiſtimant; ac ita tandem, 
duce diabolo, vel in deſperationem præſen- 
tem abjiciuntur præcipites, vel ad ſolutam 
quandam, et mollem vitæ ſecuritatem, ſine 


aut penitentia, aut ſcelerum conſcientià 


dilabuntur, Quæ duo mala diſparem na- 
turam, ſed finem videntur eundem habere. 


Nos vero facris ſcripturis eruditi, talem 
in hac re doctrinam ponimus, quod dili- 
gens et accurata cogitatio, de prædeſtina- 


tione noſtra, et electione ſuſcepta ſit (de 
quibus Dei voluntate determinatum fuit 
antequam mundi fundamenta jacerentur). 


Hec itaque diligens et ſeria, quam diximus, 


his de rebus cogitatio, piorum hominum 
animos ſpiritu Chriſti afflatos, et carnis 


et membrorum ſubjectionem præſentientes, 


et ad cœleſtia ſurſum tendentes, dulciſſima 
quadam, et jucundiſſima conſolatione per- 


mulcet, quoniam fidem noſtram de per- 


petua ſalute per Chriſtum ad eos per- 
ventura confirmat, vehementiſſimas chari- 
tatis in Deum flammas accendit, mirabi- 


liter ad gratias agendas exſuſcitat, ad bona 
nos opera propinquiflime adducit, et 


a peccatis longiſſimè abducit, quoniam 
a Deo ſumus electi, et fily ejus inſti- 


tuti: que ſingularis et eximia conditio 
ſummam a nobis ſalubritatem morum, et 


excellentiſſimam virtutis perfectionem re- 
1 8 S quirit, 
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quirit. Denique nobis arrogantiam minult, 
ne viribus noſtris geri credamus, quæ gra- 
tuita Dei beneficentià, et infinita bonitate 
indulgentur. Præterea neminem ex hog 
loco purgationem cenſemus yitiorum ſuo- 


rum afferre poſſe, quia Deus nihil ulla in 


re injuſtè conſtituit, nec ad peccata vo- 
luntates noſtras unquam invitas trudit. 
Qua propter omnes nobis admonendi ſunt, 
ut in actionibus ſuſcipiendis ad decreta 
prædeſtinationis ſe non referant, ſed uni- 
verſam vitæ ſuæ rationem ad Dei leges ac- 
commodent, cum et promiſſiones bonis, et 


minas malis in ſacris ſcripturis generaliter 


propoſitas contemplentur. Debemus enim 
ad Dei cultum vijs illis ingredi, et in illa 
Dei voluntate commorari, quam in ſacris 
ſcripturis patefactam eſſe videmus.” 

After this laſt chapter on the hereſies fol- 


lows the 


58 


ErILocus. 
« Poſſet magna colluvies aliarum hæreſium 
accumulari, ſed hoc tempore illas nomi- 
nare ſolum voluimus, quæ potiſſimum 
hiſce noſtris temporibus per eccleſiam dif- 
funduntur: fideles omnes in nomine Dei, 
et Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti obteſtantes, 
ut ab his opinionibus peſtilentiſſimis ſe 
longiſſimè abducant, et ab illis etiam ve- 
hementer contendimus qui rem publicam, 
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« et eceleſiam adminiſtrant, ut iſtas hæreſes 
*© ex Regno noſtro penitus evellendas, et 
es radicitus extirpandas (quantum in fe eſt} 
“ curent.“ 

This epilogue ſhews that theſe hereſies 
were frequent in the time of the compilers 
of the Articles. That they looked upon them 
as of the moſt fatal eee both to 
church and ſtate, appears from the ſolemn 
manner in which they conjure all perſons 
to aveid falling into theſe moſt peſtilent opi- 
nions; and their calling upon the governors 
m cha ch and ſtate to extirpate them entirely 
out of the kingdom. 

It has been obſerved before, that the Ar- 
ticle contains a caveat againſt the miſtaken 
notion of predeſtination, calling it THE SEN 
TENCE OF GoD'S PRE DESTINATION, in con- 
tradiſtinction to the true ſenſe of it deſcribed 
in the firſt part of the Article, where it is 
called PRE DESTINATION UN TO LIFE IN OR BY 
CHRIST. It was likewiſe mentioned, that 
Melancthon, in his letter to Cranmer, deſires 
him to make ſome proviſion againſt it. This 
chapter of the ReFoRMAT1o LEGUM begins 
with a large and minute deſcription of this 
miſtaken notion of predeſtination, wherein 
men ſought a cover for their wickedneſs 
Semper prædeſtinationem, et rejectionem, 
vel ut uſitatè loquuntur, reprobationem 
in ſermone jactant, ut, cum æterno con- 


cc filig9 
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ce ſilio Deus vel de ſalute, vel de interitu all- 
« quid certi conſtituerit, inde latebram ſuis 
„ maleficys et ſceleribus, et omnis generis 
„ perverſitati querant---et---1n voluntatem 
% Dei criminum ſuorum culpam conferunt“ 


--- and at length Duce diabolo, vel in 


<« deſperationem preſentem abjiciuntur præ- 
« cipites; vel in ſolutam quandam, et mol- 
« Jem vitæ ſecuritatem, fine aut penitentia, 
aut ſcelerum conſcientia dilabuntur.“ The 
ſame conſequence from this doctrine 1s ex- 
preſſed, though leſs explicitly, in the article. 

That our reformers intended to lay down 
a doctrine different from theſe fataliſts, ap- 
pears from the manner in which they expreſs 
themſelves.---<* Nos vero ſacris ſcripturis eru- 
<« Git}, talem in hac re doctrinam ponimus, 
*« quod diligens et accurata cogitatio, de præ- 
« deſtinatione et electione ſuſcepta fit.” 


Whereas the article begins with a definition of 


predeſtination expreſſed nearly in the words 
of ſcripture, (the compilers fearing, as Ridley 


ſays to Bradford, to ſpeak farther, yea al- 


moſt none otherwiſe then the very texte 
dothe, as it wer, lead them by the hand) the 
ReFoRMAT1o, in the printed copies, has no 
definition of 1t. But that one was inſerted 
in the original, and unfortunately left out 
at the preſs, from the hurry perhaps in which 
it was printed off againſt the meeting of Par- 

hament 


( 52 ) 
liament in April, 1571, when it was offered 
to the commons ſoon after they met, in or- 
der to its confirmation by the legiſlature: 
that ſuch a definition was in the * original 
appears from the formal tranſition they 
make towards it in the words juſt now given, 
---< Nos vero, &c.”-=-the ſentence breaks off 
abruptly with the word © 8Usc#PTA,” leav- 
ing the ſenſe imperfect. The Editor of the 
ſecond edition (1641) added 817 after $UsCEP> 
TA, which by no means makes up the defi- 
ciency. The parentheſis immediately follow- 
ing expreſles the ſame that the article does in 
the beginning of the definition, and the next 
ſentence refers to what they had before de- 
fined. . Hec itaque diligens, et ſeria, quam 
diximus, his de rebus cogitatio.”---It then 
goes on, ſomewhat more diffuſely than the 
article, to mention the ſweet conſolation of 


their doctrine to perſons rightly diſpoſed, be- 


cauſe it confirmed to them their faith of ſal- 
vation through Chriſt ; the many happy con- 
ſequences to thoſe who are in ſuch a condi- 
tion, and that purity of life it neceſſarily re- 


quires. Our reformers, at the ſame time 


they guard us againſt the popiſh doctrine of 


* We have as yet been diſappointed in our refearches after a 


MS. copy of the REFPORMAT IO. Archbiſhop Parker furniſhed 


Mr. Fox with two, from which he publiſhed the edition of 1571. 
The archbiſhop's MSS. have been conſulted at Cambridge, but no 
copy remains in the collection. | a 
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merit and the Pelagian ſelf-ſufficiency, lay 
down one different from theſe fataliſts, whoſe 
notions of an abſolute irreſpective predeſti- 
nation had led them into ſuch horrid con- 
cluſions as totally overturned all the yes 
precepts of the goſpel. 


Calvin (Inſtitut. lib. iii. cap. 23. ſect. 1. 


quoted above, p. 9.) makes election and re- 
probation correlates, ſo that one cannot ſub- 


ſiſt without the other; concluding thus,--- 


Quos ergo Deus præterit, reprobat ; neque 
* alia de cauſa niſi quod ab hereditate quam 
« filys ſuis prædeſtinat, illos vult excludere.“ 


Now the XVII“ Article takes no notice of 


reprobation; in the RerorRMaTio LtouM 
our reformers ſtate no doctrine concerning it, 


as they have done relating to election; but 
condemn 1t as pleaded by the Goſpellers, 


whoſe. opinion concerning the doctrine itſelf 
could not be ſtronger than what Calvin had 
taught. 


IV. 


UNDER THE FOURTH HEAD IT Is PROPOSED 


TO PRODUCE THE TESTIMONIES OF THE 


BISHOPS HOOPER AND LATIMER AGAINST THE 
RIGID DOCTRINE OF THE GOSPELLERS, AND 
THE ILL USE THEY TOO NATURALLY MADE 
or iT, The firſt, in his preface to his DE- 
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CLARATION oF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS; 


publiſhed 1 549, profeſſedly encounters their 
opinions, and anſwers their arguments. 


cc 
cc 


tc 


* 
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He lays down © the cauſe of rejection, or 
damnation to be ſinne in man, which will 
not heare, neither receive the promiſe of 
the goſpell, or elſe after he hath received 
it, by accuſtomed doing ill, falleth either 
into a contempt of the goſpell, and will 


not ſtudy to live thereafter, or elſe hateth 


the goſpell becauſe it condemneth his un- 
godly lyfe, and would there were neither 
God nor goſpell to puniſh him for doing 
of ill. This ſentence is true, howſoever 
man judge of predeſtination. God 1s not 
the cauſe of ſinne, nor would not have 
man to ſinne. Thou ART NOT THE Gop 
THAT WILLETH SIN. (Pſal. v. 4.) And it 
is ſaid,---THY PERDITION O ISRAEL 1s OF 
THYSELF, AND THY SUCCOR ONELIE OF ME. 


(Oſe. x11. g.)---The cauſe of our election 


is the mercy of God in Chriſt. Howbeit, 
he that will be partaker of this election, 


muſt receive the promiſe in Chriſt by faith, 


for therefore we be elected, becauſe after- 
ward we are made the members of Chriſt. 
Therefore as in the juſtification or remiſ- 
ſion of ſinne, there is a cauſe, though no 
dignitie at all, in the receiver of his juſti- 


fication, and fo we judge him by the ſcrip- 
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« ture to be juſtified, and hath remiſſion of his 
« ſinne, becauſe hee received the grace pro- 


« miſedin Chriſt. So we judge of election by 
the event or ſucceſſe that hapneth in the life 


of man, thoſe onlie to be elected, that by 
« faith apprehend the mercy promiſed in 


« Chriſt, otherwiſe we ſhould not judge of elec- 


« tion. For Paule faith plainly, * TyaT THEY 


« THAT BELIEVE BY THE SPIRIT OF GoD, 
«© ARE THE CHILDREN OF Gop, AND THAT 
*© THE SPIRIT OF GOD DOTH TESTIFIE WITH 
*© OUR SPIRITS, THAT WE ARE THE CHIL- 
« DREN oF Gop, being admoniſhed therefore 
« by ſcripture, we muſt leave ſinne, and 
« doo the works commanded of God, or els 
ce it is a carnal opinion, that we have blinded 
« ourſelves withall, of fatall deſtinye, and yet 
« will not ſave us. And in cale there followe 
not in our knowledge of Chriſt, amendment 
« of life, it is not lively fayth that wee have, 
« but rather a vaine knowledge, and mere pre- 
ce ſumption. John ſaith, No MAN COMETH To 
% ME, EXCEPT MY FATHER DRAW HM. Many 
te men underſtand theſe words in a wrong 


( « ſenſe, as though God required in a reaſon- 


* able man no more than in a dead poſt, 
* and marketh not the words that follow, 
(C EvERY MAN THAT HEARETH AND LEARN= 


* Rom, viii. 14, 16. John vi. 44, 


CE 


© ETH OF MY FATHER COMETH TO ME. God 
* draweth with his word and the Holy 
« Ghoſt, but man's duty is to heare and 
e learne, that is to ſay, receive the grace of 
God, conſent to the promiſe and not re- 
« pugne the God that calleth. God doth 
ce promiſe the Holy Ghoſt unto them that 
e Ae him, and not to them that contemne 
« him.“ 

Again, after iewing that as Adam's ſin 
extended to all and every of his poſterity, ſo 
did the promiſe of grace in Chriſt generally 
appertain as well to every and ſingular of 
Adam's poſterity as to Adam: thus aſſerting 
univerſal redemption through Chriſt, he goes 
on to explaim himſelf as follows. Further 
« fainte Paule + doth by collation of Adam 
e and Chriſt, ſinne and grace, thus interpret 
BE promiſe, and maketh not Chriſt in- 
« feriour to Adam, nor grace unto ſinne. 
e If all then ſhall be ſaved, what is to be 
ſaid of thoſe that ſaint Peter ſpeaketh of, 
«© * THAT SHALL PERISH FOR THEIR FALSE 
« DOCTRINE. And likewiſe Chriſt ſaith, TnAr 
„ THE GATE Is STRAIGHT THAT LEADETH 
© To. LIFE, AND FEW ENTER. Thus the 
« ſcripture anſwereth: that the promiſe of 
grace appertaineth to everie ſort of men 
in the world, and comprehendeth them all, 


+ Rom. v. 15. 2 Pet. ii. V. 1.5 
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et howbeit within certaine limits and bounds, 

te the which if men neglect or paſſe over, 

Z <« they exclude themſelves from the promiſe 

ein Chriſt: as Cain was no more excluded, 
4 till he excluded himſelfe, than Abel; Saule 

* tc than David; Judas than Peter, * Eſau 

« than Jacob: by the + ſcripture it ſeemeth 

i that the ſentence of God was given to 

: <« fave the one, and to damne the other, be- 

2 <« fore the one loved God, or the other hated 
God. Howbeit theſe thretnings of God 
« againſt Eſau, if he had not of his wilfull 

« malice excluded himſelfe from the promiſe 

« of grace, ſhould no more have hindered 

« his ſalvation, than God's threatnings againſt 

3 <« + Ninivie, which notwithſtanding that God 
4 ſaid ſhould be deſtroid within forty daies, 

2} <« ſtood a great time after, and did penance : 
« Efau was circumciſed and preſented unto. 

the church of God by his father Iſaac in 

all externall ceremonies as well as Jacob, 

and that his life and converſation was not 

as agreeable unto juſtice and equitie, as 

Jacob's; the ſentence of God unto Rebecca 

was not in the fault, but his owne malice, 
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See above, p. 4. 2 quotation from Calvin's Inſtitutes, lib. in. 
| cap. 22. ſeR. 11. where he makes uſe of this inſtance of Eſau and 
| {uy to confirm his doctrine of abſolute predeftination and repro- 
f ation, which Hooper here clears up. | 
| + Mal. 1. v. 2, 3.—Rom. 1x. v. 13. 
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« for there is mentioned nothing at all in 
« that place, that Eſau was diſherited of 
eternal life, but that he ſhould be inferior 
« to his brother Jacob in this world, which 
« propheſie was fulfilled in their poſterities, 
« and not the perſons themſelves. Of this 
« acceptation of the one, and reprobation of 
« the other, concerning the promiſe of the 
« earth, ſpeaketh Malachie the prophet, as 
« the beginning of 25 book declareth, ſpeak- 
« ing in this wile. I HAVE LOVED YOU 

© (SAITH THE He AND YOU SAIE : 

«© WHEREIN HAST THOU LOVED Us? God 

« an{wereth: Was NOT Esau JacoR's BRO- 

« THER? (SAITH THE LoRD) NoTwWITH- 

* STANDING, I LOVED JACOB AND HATED | 
«© Egav. Wherin hated God Eſau? the pro- 

« phet ſheweth: I HAVE MADE His PoSSES- 

© SLON THAT WAS THE MOUNT SEIR DES0- 

4 LAT, AS A DESERT OR WILDERNESSE OP 

© DRAGONS : the which hapned in the time 
e of Nabuchodonoſor. Wherein he loved 

Jacob, the text declareth. God transferred 
<« the right and title that apperteineth unto 

« Eſau the elder brother to Jacob the 

* yoonger. Likewiſe the land that was pro- 

< miſed unto + Abraham and Iſaac, was by 
e legaſie and teſtament, given unto Jacob 
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and his poſterities. * St. Paule uſeth this 
example of Jacob and Eſau for none other 
purpoſe but to take awaie from the Jewes, 
the thing that they moſt put their truſt in, 
to ſay, the vaine hope they had in the 
carnall linage, and naturall deſcent from 
the family and houſhold of Abraham, and 
likewiſe their falſe confidence they had in 
the keeping of the law of Moſes. Paules 
whole purpoſe is, in the Epiſtle, to bring 
man unto a knowledge of his ſinne, and 
to ſhew him how it maye bee remitted, 
and with manye teſtimonies and examples 
of the ſcripture, hes proveth man to be 


ſaved, only by mercy, for the merits of 


Chriſt. Which 1s apprehended and re- 


ceived by faith, as he at large ſheweth in 


the 3, 4, and 5 chapters of the ſame 
Epiſtle.” 
He then goes on to comment on thoſe 


three chapters, part of which comment has 
been given in the firſt quotation. I ſhall add 
but one quotation more from Hooper, which 


is taken from the 17th chapter of the ſame 
book. 


cc 


40 


% Our GospELLERS be better learned than 


the Holie Ghoſt, for they wickedly attri- 
bute the cauſe of puniſhment and adver- 


Rom. ix. v. 11, &c. 5 
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ſitie to God's providence, which is the cauſe 
« of no ill, as he himſelfe can doo no ill: 
and of everie miſcheefe that is doone they 
« ſay it was God's will. The Holie Ghoſt 
„ putteth another cauſe, that is to ſay : Sin 
% in man, and contempt of his hohe word. 
« Further, the paine is not inflicted by Pre- 
« deſtination to looſe man, but both predeſ- 
e tination and the affliction extend to call 
* man from damnation.” _ 

The extracts from Biſhop HoopER have 
been made more at large (and more might 
be produced from him to the ſame purpoſe) 
becauſe he conſiders the arguments from 
ſcripture, which Carvin makes uſe of, in 
favour of his rigid doctrine, 
Moreover it may be curious to ſee, what 
great reſpect HooPer paid to MELANCTHON's 
opinions on this ſubject, who is pronounced 
by CALvin to be © Homo acutus et prudens, 
et in ſcriptura probe exercitatus ;” many 
ſentences of the above quotations having 
been tranſcribed by Hoop ER from the chapter 
de Prædeſtinatione in MELAancTHoN's Loci 
THrxoLoOGICI, which the reader will imme— 
diately obſerve upon inſpection. I ſhall there- 
tore add ſome paragraphs out of this chap- 
ter, as well to prove the ſame, as for a fur- 
ther proof of the reverence ſhewed to Mx- 
LANCTHON by our divines in that age. 
Semper 
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« Semper autem diſputatum eſt de causa 
elections; ſicut fratres duo Cain et Abel 
diſputarunt, cur alter alteri prelatus ſit. 
Diſputarunt item Eſau et Jacob, ac ple- 


rumque hi, qui nihil niſi rationis aut legis 
doctrinam norunt, cogitant ut de judice 


humano, cauſam electionis legem eſſe, ſeu 
noſtra merita et dignitatem. Sic Judæi 


ſenſerunt, ic ſcripſerunt plerique ſenten- 


tiarij. Prima eſt: nec ex ratione, nec ex lege 


judicandum eſt de clectione, ſed ex evan- 


gelio. Altera cſt ; totus numerus ſalvan- 
dorum propter Chriſtum electus eſt. Quare 


 tertia eſt: non aliam juſtifications, aliam 
electionis cauſam quæramus. Ideo Petrus 


eſt electus, quia eſt membrum Chriſti; 
ſicut ideo juſtus eſt, id eſt, Deo placens, 


quia fide factus eſt membrum Chriſti. Ut 
igitur cum de juſtificatione loquimur, ab 


evangelio, ſeu agnitione vocis evangelij or- 


dimur ; ſic de electione dicturi, complec- 


tamur vocem evangelij: fic nobis judican- 
dum eſt, quia a Chriſti agnitione et evan- 
gelio ordir1 debemus. Quæramus ergo 
promiſſionem, in qua voluntatem ſuam 
expreſſit Deus, et ſciamus, non efle aliam 
voluntatem quærendam de gratia extra ver- 


bum,” &c. 


And again, « Caufam igitur reprobationis 
certum eſt hanc eſſe, videlicet peccatum in 
F hscminibus, 
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hominibus, qui prorſus non audiunt nec 


accipiunt evangelium, aut qui abjiciunt 
fidem, antequam hinc diſcedunt: in his 


certum eſt cauſam eſſe reprobationis pec- 


catum ipſorum, et humanam voluntatem. 
Nam veriſſima eſt ſententia, Deum non 
eſſe cauſam peccati; nec velle peccatum. 
Nota eſt enim vox Pſalmi: Nox Devs vo- 
LENS INIQUITATEM TU Es. Et Oſeæ x11. 
dicitur : PERDITIO TVA EST ISRAEL; TAN- 
TUM IN ME AUXILIUM TUUM EST. Saul 
volens effudit ſpiritum ſanctum, volens 
moventi ſpiritui ſancto repugnavit. Hæc 
de causa rejectionis, ſen reprobationis, 
certa ſunt; promiſſio enim requirit fidem. 
E contra vero recte dicitur, cauſam elec- 
tionis eſſe miſericordiam in voluntate Dei, 
＋ qui non vult perire totum genus huma- 
num, ſed propter filium colligit, et ſervat 
eccleſiam. Hoc vult Paulus, cum 1x. capite 
ad Romanos citat dictum: MISEREOR CU- 


Jus MISEREOR. Negat, propter legem, prop- 


ter prerogativum generis, homines electos 
eſſe: ut fiat illuſtrius, propter filium elec- 
tam et conditam eſſe eccleſiam; ſed tamen 
in accipiente occurrere oportet apprehen- 
ſionem promiſſionis, ſeu agnitionem Chriſti. 
Nam ideò electi ſumus, quia efficimur 
membra Chriſti. Ergò ut in juſtificatione 
+ 2 Pet. itt. 9. | 
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diximus, aliquam eſſe in accipiente cauſam, 
non dignitatem ; ſed quia promiſſionem 


apprehendit, cum qua ſpiritus ſanctus ſimul 


eſt efficax, et Paulus inquit: Fipss Ex 
AUDITU EST : ita de electione a poſteriori 
judicamus ; videlicet, haud dubie electos 


eſſe eos, qui miſericordiam propter Chriſ- 


tum promiſſam fide apprehendunt, nec ab- 
jiciunt eam fiduciam ad extremum.” And 


afterwards he adds Sic cum Joan vi. dic- 


tum eſſet: NEMo vENIT AD ME, NISI PA- 
TER TRAXERIT EUM ; ſequitur ſtatim : 


OMNIS QUI AUDIT A PATRE ET DISCIT, 


VENIT AD ME. Orditur Deus et trahit nos 
verbo ſuo et ſpiritu ſancto; ſed audire nos 
oportet et diſcere, id eſt, apprehendere 
promiſſionem et aſſentiri, non repugnare, 
non indulgere diffidentiæ aut dubitationi.” 


We may fairly aſk with biſhop “ Bull, 


6c 


140 


Quis jam non agnoſcit, Hooperum noſtrum 
ex Melancthone ſapuiſſe?“ 
HoopER publiſhed his DECLARATION or 


THE TEN COMMANDMENTS in 1549, and 


ſubſcribed the articles, as biſhop of Glouceſ- 


ter, in 1552: and that his ſubſcription was 
not a mere comphance with the times, but 


ſuch as his conſcience clearly admitted, we 


may well conclude from his eager ſtruggle 


againſt the veſtments which he thought he 


* Bulli, Opera, p. 680. 
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( 64 )) 


could not lawfully uſe ; which was certainly 
a matter of much leſs conſequetice. 

A few paſſages from biſhop Latimer ſhall 
be added, to ſhew his opinion of theſe rigid 
doctrines, and the horrid inferences the Gos- 
PELLERS too naturally made from them. 

** Some vain fellows ſeeking carnal liberty, 
„when they read theſe words, MANY ARE 
c CALLED, BUT FEW ARE CHOSEN, make 
te their reckoning thus: Need I mortify my 
* body with abſtaining from all ſin and 
« wickedneſs? I perceive God hath choſen 
« ſome, and ſome are rejected. Now if I 
be in the number of the choſen, I cannot 
be damned: but if I be accounted among 
« the condemned number, then I cannot be 
« ſaved. For God's judgments are immu- 
« table. Such fooliſh and wicked reaſons 
« ſome have, which bringeth them either to 
« DESPERATION, or elſe to CARNAL LIBERTY. 
« Therefore it is needful to beware of ſuch 
« reaſons, or expoſitions of the ſcripture, 
« as it is to beware of the devil him- 
« ſelf.” 

In his ſermon on the third Sunday after | 
Epiphany, he fays , We read in the | 
« Apoſtles (Acts X11. 48.) that when St, | 
* Paule had made a long ſermon at Antioch, 


* 24. Sermon on Septuageſ, * p. 325. 
+ F. 311,372. Joe | 
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there beleeved (faith the Evangeliſt) as 


many as were ORDAINED to life everlaſting : 


with the which ſaying a great number of 


people have been offended, and have faid, 


we perceive, that onely thoſe ſhall come to 


beleeve and ſo to everlaſting life, which are 


choſen of God unto it: therefore it is no 


matter whatſoever we doe, for if we be 
choſen to everlaſting life we ſhall have it, 
and ſo they have opened a doore unto 


themſelves of all wickedneſſe and carnall 
liberty againſt the true meaning of the 


ſcripture. For if the' moſt part be damned, 
the fault is not in God, but in themſelves : 


for it is written, Gop wouLD THAT ALL 


MEN SHOULD BE SAVED; but they them- 


ſelves procure their owne damnation, and 


deſpiſe the paſſion of Chriſt, by their own 
wicked and inordinate living. Heere we 
may learne to keepe us from all curious 
and dangerous queſtions, when we heare 


that ſame be choſen and ſome be damned : 


let us have good hope that we ſhall be 
amongeſt the choſen, and live after this 
hope, that is uprightly and godly, then 
ſhalt thou not be deceived. Think that 


God hath choſen thoſe that beleeve in 
Chriſt, and that Chriſt is the booke of 


life. If thou beleeveſt in him, then thou 
art written in the booke of life, and ſhall 
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e be ſaved, So we need not go about to 
« trouble ourſelves with curious queſtions 
< of the predeſtination of God, but let us 
rather endeavour ourſelves, that we may 
« be in Chriſt; for when we be in him, 
then are we well, and then we may be ſure 
that we are ordained to; everlaſting life.“ 
He afterwards goes on to ſhew how. we may 


know that we are in the book of life. He 


afſerts univerſal redemption ! in ſeveral of his 
ſermons, and * in his ſermon 23 Sunday 
after Trinity, he acknowledges the ſame in 
the following words :---Chriſt ſhed as much 
„ blood for Judas as he did for Peter, Peter 


believed it, and therefore he was ſaved; 


hy Judas would not believe it, and therefore 
* he was condemned, the fault being in him 


* and in nobody elſe.” 


J am tempted to make another quotation 
from the ſame ſermon on Septuageſ. Sunday, 


which was preached the year our articles 


were publiſhed (1552), containing a full de- 


claration of univerſal redemption. 


% Welearn by this ſentence, THAT. MANY 


* ARY CALLED, that the preaching. of the 


4 goſpel is UNIVERSAL, that it APPERTAINETH 


| «6 TO_ALL MANKIND, as it is Written, HRO 


(6 THE WHOLE EARTH THEIR SOUND IS HEARD. 
« TOE fecing the goſpel is univerſal, it ap- 


1 21 . ee 125 
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et peareth that ur WOULD HAYE ALL MAN- 


KIND TO BE SAVED ; AND THAT THE FAULT 
« 18 NOT IN HIM Ir WE BE DAMNED; for it 


is written thus, Gop WOULD HAVE ALL TO 


„ BE SAVED, 1 Tim. ii. 4. His falvation 18 


« SUFFICIENT To SAVE ALL MANKIND, but 


« we are fo wicked or "OURSELVES that we 
« refuſe the ſame, and we will not take it, 
<< when it is offered to us, and therefore he 
« faith, FEW ARF CHOSEN ; „chat! ts, few have 
« pleaſure or delight in it.” 

Thus have we feen that Calviniſm did not 


A 


piepen amongſt our Reformers in King Ed- 


ward's day, but appeared only amongſt a few 
Goſpellers, who drew conſequences from it, 

which Calvin would willingly have guarded 
againſt ; but he had laid down the Sientiſes; 
and notwithſtanding he ſtopped there, and 
would have perſuaded others to have done 
the ſame, yet the corrupt hearts of theſe 


men one drew the e for big. 


po. 


Tux DIFFERENCE IN OPINION ON THIS SUB- 


rer BETWEEN THOSE WHO WERE IMPRI- 


SONED BY Qu MaRy, Is NEXT TO BE 

CONSIDERED. 
We muſt own that in a Mary's 1 
ein the year 1554) there were diſputes on the 
K 2 ſubject 


( 68 ) 


ſubject of predeſtination between the pri- 
ſoners that were confined by her, who after- 
wards were moſt of them martyrs for their 
religion. BraprorD wrote a ſhort treatiſe 
on the ſubject, in order to quiet theſe diſ- 
putes, which probably, as we ſhall ſee here- 
after, periſhed with him: at leaſt after the 
moſt diligent ſearch, we never could learn 
that it was in print or preſerved in manu- 
ſeript. Amongſt the * Maxryxs Letters 
there are two or three of his to particular 
friends upon this ſubject, and in one of 
them he gives a ſummary of his opinions on 
it, which we ſhall now produce; and, more- 
over, give ſome account of the reception 
which the above-mentioned treatiſe met with 
from his fellow- martyrs Crane, LAri- 
MER, and RIDE T. 

+---< I wyll briefly write to you my. faith 
« ſin God's election] and how I think it 
« good and mete for a Chriſtian man to 
« wade in it. I believe that man made after 
„the image of God, did fall from that 
i bleſſed ſtate to the condemnation of him- 
« ſelf and al his poſterity... I beleeve that 
« Chriſt for man being thus fallen, did ap- 
“ poſe himſelf to the juſtice of God a M- 
© DIATOR, PAYING THE RAUNSOME AND 


A 


A 


* Martyrs Letters, Po 391. 4, 2 
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« pRICE OF REDEMPTION FOR-ADAM AND HIS 
« WHOLE POSTERITIE, THAT REFUSE IT NOT 
« FINALLY. | I beleve that al that beleve in 


„ Chriſt (I ſpeake of ſuch as be of yeres of 


« diſcreſſion) are pertakers of Chriſt and al 
« his merites., I beleve that faith, and to 


e beleve in Chriſt (I ſpeake not now of faith 


« that men have by reaſon of miracles, or 
e by reaſon of earthly commodity, cuſtome 
and autority of men which is commonly 
e ſene, the hartes of them that ſo beleve 
„ beyng not right and ſimple before God: 


« but I ſpeake of that faith which indede is 


te the true faythe, the juſtifying and regene- 
« ratyng fayth) : I beleve I ſay that this * 
« fayth and beliefe in Chriſte, is the work 
and gyft of God, given to none other than 
« thoſe whych bee the chyldren of God, that 
« 1s to thoſe whome God the Father before 
the begynnynge of the worlde hath pre- 


deſtinate in Chriſt unto eternall lyfe. Thus 


do I wade in predeſtination, in ſuch ſort 


hk 


1. For the certeyntie of this fayth ſearch your hartes; if you have 
it, prayſe the Lord, for you are happy, and therefore cannot 
« fynally peryſhe : for then happynes were not happynes, if it 
* could be loft ; when you fal, the Lord wyl put under hys hande 
* that you ſhall not lye ſtill. But if ye feele not thys faith, then 
* know that predeſtination is to hygh a matter for you to be diſ- 
*« puters of, untyl ye have ben better ſcholers in the ſcholes houſe 
of repentaunce and juſtification which is the grammer ſchole, 
* wherein we muſt be converſant and learned, before we go to the 
4 Univerſity of God's moſt holy predeſtination and providence. 

Yo | **. 38 


The following note is in the margin. 3 
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r as God hath patified and opened it. Though 
« in God it be the firſt, yet to us it is laſt 
opened. And therefore 1 beginne wyth 
<«' creation, from thence I come to redemp- 
6c: A, fo to juſtification, and ſo to elec- 
tion. On this ſort I am ſure that warelye 
« and wyſely a man may walk in it eaſily by 
< the light of God's ſpirite, in and by hys 
e worde, ſeying thys faith not to be geven 
to al men, 2 Theſ. iii. but to ſuch as are 
© borne of God, predeſtinate before the 
„ worlde was made, after the purpoſe 
* and good wyll of God: whiche wyll we 
« may not call into diſputation, but in trem- 
« blyng and feare fubmit ourſelves to it as to 
de that which can will none otherwiſe then 
« that which is "holy, right and good; how 
« farre ſoever otherwyſe it ſeme to the judge- 
ment of reafon, whych muſt nedes bee 
* beaten downe to bee more careful for God's 
glory then for man's ſalvation, which de- 
<« pendeth onelye thereon, as all God's chyl- 
<« dren full well ſee; for they ſeeke not the 
<« glorye whych commeth of men, but the 
« glorye whych commeth of God: Jerem. ix. 
John v. They knowe God to bee a God 
« which dothe on earthe not onely mercy 
« but alſo judgement, which is juſtyce and 
* moſt juſtyce, although our foliſhe reaſon 
© cannot fee it. * in this knowledge they 
cc « glory | 
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1 glory and rejoyce, thoughe others, through 
« yayne eurioſity, grudch and murmure 

„there agaynſt. Thus briefly 1 have ſent 
% you. m mynd and meaning s 
„ thys matter. 

From this ſommary of Bradford $ opinions 
upon this ſubject, it appears, that he had not 
embraced Calvin's rigid doctrines; for he aſ- 


ſerts univerſal redemption through Chriſt to 
Adam and all his poſterity, that refuſe it not 
finally, and he recommends in another * let- 
ter ſomething for man to do on his part in 
the work of his falvation.---<<© Let them trem- | 


« ble and feare that may not away with the 


be” glory of the Lord. i in election and reproba- 
« tion. Let not their eyes be evil becauſc 


« God is good and doth good to whom it 
„ pleaſeth him: wrong he 571 to no man, 
« nor can do, for then he were not righteous, 
« and ſo no God. He cannot condemne the 


the juſt, for then were he untrue, becauſe 


« his word is contrary. He cannot condemne 


the penitent and believer, for that were 


« againſt his promiſe. _ Let us therefore la- 


boure, ſtudie, crye and praye for repentance 


and fayth, and then cannot we be damned, 
1 r= we are the bleſſed. of the Father 
« before all worldes, and therefore we be- 
< heve, therefore we repent. And for 4 


. Marty rs Letters, Pp 399. a] 
« much 


1 
« much as it pertayneth to us which be 
„within, to ſee and ſpake of thoſe things 
% which are given unto us of God in Chrifte : 
u {et us labourc hereaboutes; and leave them 
that be withoute to the Lorde, which will 
ho Judge them in hys tyre.” How far Bxav- 
FoRD's dodtrine, in this letter and the others 
referred to above, "15 eonſiſtent in all its 
parts, it is not my buſineſs to enquire. That 
his aſſertion of univerſal redemption and of 
our election in and by Chriſt, and his earneſt 
exhortation, juſt now quoted, are not con- 
ſiſtent with Calvin's doctrine, is evident; for 
he never takes into his account of our Klee 
tion, the merits and death of Chriſt, and re- 
probation he reſolves into the ſole will of 
God, as * we have ſeen above. 

We have mentioned above, that BRADrORD 
had written a treatiſe on God's election. 
This he ſent to C(RAN MER, Riprey, and 
LATIMER, While priſoners in Oxford, and 
with it a Þ letter ſubſcribed R. Ferran, R. 
TAvrox, J. BRA DrORD, J. Puiiyor. BRAPD- 
FORD, in his letter to the three biſhops, 
fays, 1 Here withall I ſend unto you a little 
«« treatiſe whiche I have made, that you (Rip- 
« ; BBY] might 25 the ſame; and not only 


'* Pageg. 
+ Martyrs 1 
7 Ib. p. 358. and pre Life & Cranmer, app. P. 195. 
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you, but alſo ye my other moſt deare and 
reverent Fathers in the Lord for ever 
(meaning CRANMER and LATIMER) to 
give to it your approbation as ye may 
think good. All the pritoners hereaboutes, 
in manner, have ſene it and red it, and 
as therein they agree with me, nay rather 


with the truth: fo they are ready and will 


be to ſigniſſe jt as they ſhal ſee you give 
them example. The matter may be thought 
not ſo neceffary as I ſeme to make it. 
But yet if ye knew the great evil that is 
like hereafter to come to the poſteritie by 
theſe men, as partly this bringer can ſig- 
nifie unto you; ſurely then could ye not 
but be moſt villing to put thereto your 
helping handes.“ 

In the ſame letter, after giving an account 


of the principles of the men, which his trea- 
tiſe was deſigned to guard againſt, he adds, 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
6c 
cc 
cc 
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* 


cc 


As to the chiefe captaynes therfore of 
Chriſtes church here, I complayne of it 
unto you; as truelye I myſte doe of you 
even unto God in the laſte daye, yf yg 
wyll not as ye can, helpe ſomethyng (ut 
veritas doctrinæ maneat apud poſteros) 
in this behalf, as ye have dane on the 
behalfe of matters expugned by the pa- 
piſtes.” By the way it may be proper co 


obſerve, that the manner in which BRAD- 


I. FORD 


24 ) 
FORD expreſſes himſelf here, will not juſtify 
a late writer in his obſervation, * < That 
„he (BRA DTORD) would not have written 
« to theſe biſhops, unleſs he had been aſſured 
e their ſentiments correſponded with his 
% own. 

Let us ſee what biſhop RivLey oy in 
anſwer to BRAprORD. But it muſt be re- 
membered, that his anſwer plainly ſhews 
there was another letter of BzaprorD's poſ- 
terior to that quoted above, which is not in 
the collection of the Martyrs letters: for he 
had complained to the biſhop of many here- 
ſies being broached amongſt theſe men; 
whereas they are not mentioned in the firſt 
letter. Now the biſhop in anſwer ſays,--- 
«+ And where you ſay, THAT 1F YOUR 
REQUEST HAD BEEN HEARD, THINGS (You 
THINKE) HAD BEEN IN BETTER CASE THAN 
THEY BE: know you that concerning the 
matter you meane, I have in Latin drawne 
« out the places of the ſcriptures, and upon 
« the ſame have noted what I can for the 
« time. Syr, in thoſe matters I am fo fear- 
ful, that I dare not ſpeak farther, yea 
« almoſt none otherwiſe than the very texte 
„ dothe (as it wer) lead me by the hand.” 
| CovsRDaLE, who publiſhed theſe letters in 


* Goliath ſlain, p. 99. 
+ Martyr's Letters, p. 64. 
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1 564, notes in the marg in. He meaneth 
the matter of God's election. b 

In the quotation from Ridley's letter, theſe 
words [* AND WHERE YOU SAY, THAT 1F 
„ YOUR REQUEST HAD BEEN HEARD,” &c.] 
plainly imply that the three biſhops had not 
given their ſanction to Brapror's treatiſe. 
Moſt probably they thought he had gone too 


far; which might occaſion Riprey's taking 


up the ſubject, which he expreſſes his fear- 


fulneſs in handling. No ſuch words being 
in BRavrorv's letter that is publiſhed, gives 
ſufficient grounds to aſſert there was a ſecond, 
which is loſt. The occaſion of it was plainly 
the biſhops refuſing their ſanction to his 
treatiſe; this made the good man complain 


of a number of hereſies being broached, of 


which he took no notice in his firſt, and add 
that upbraiding ſentence noted above. He 
afterwards ſpeaks with great moderation on 
the ſubject of election and predeſtination, in 
a letter to R. Col E, in theſe words---* © We 
„ have all one Father, we are all brethren, 
God kepe us from diſſention. If we cannot 
by agree in all poyntes, eyther the poyntes 
5 perchaunce be not ſo neceſſarye, or elles by 
love we ſhall hereafter bee brought to ſee 
that which yet is hidde.” 


SS 


* Martyrs Letters, p. 411. 


L 2 Again, 


(9) 

Again, in a letter to certain men not 
rightly perſuaded in the doctrine of election 
and predeſtination, written about five months 
before his martyrdom, he thus informs them, 
---< * Hitherto I have not ſuffered any copye 
te of the treatiſe above ſpecified to goe abroade, 
<« becauſe I woulde ſuppreſſe all occaſions ſo 
te farre as myghte be” [of any breach of 


love. 


From theſe premiſes it may fairly be con- 
cluded, that CRANMER, Ripley, and La- 
TIMER did not give their ſanction to BRAp- 


Ford's treatiſe on election; otherwiſe he 


would not have been ſo wary, as not to have 
ſent it abroad, if he had obtained the appro- 
bation of thoſe three holy martyrs. Their 
authority would have added ſo much weight 
to his opinions, (which he maintained to the 


laſt, though with moderation), that he could 


nents. 1 

BRADprORPD's treatiſe ſeems by the above 
account to be entirely ſuppreſſed by him, 
though his opinions on this ſubject, in ſome 
of his letters, {till remain: and RIpLEx, if 
he ever compleated what he informs Brav- 
FoRD he had begun, is entirely loſt to the 
publick. | 


not have failed urging it upon his oppo- 


* Maityrs Letters, p. 473. 
Thus 


ys po 
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This account of BRaDForD, with what 


paſſed between him, CRAN MER, Ripley, and 


LATIMER, bring 1t to a certainty that our 
article could not be framed upon the prin- 
ciples of Carvix. Would not BraproRD, 
if that had been the caſe, have urged the ar- 


ticle to CRANMER and R1DLEy, (by way of 


argumentum ad hominem) upon their re- 
fuſing to give their teſtimony to his trea- 
tiſe, which contained doctrines ſo much 
more moderate than CaLvin's? Could Rip- 
LEY have declared his fearfulneſs, as above, 
of ſpeaking on this ſubject, if he had con- 
curred with CRANMER in drawing the article 
upon Caxvin's ſyſtem? and that he was not 
unmindful of the articles, appears ſoon after 
in his laſt farewel to all his faithful friends 
in God, where he thus recogniſes them. 
« 'Thys * churche had in matters of contro- 
e verlye, articles ſo penned and framed after 
e the holye ſcripture, and grounded upon 
the true underſtandyng of God's worde, 
«* that in ſhort tyme, yf they hadde bene 


* univerſally receyved, they ſhould have 
* beene able to have ſette in Chriſtes church, 


e muche concorde and unitye in Chriſtes 
<« true religion, and to have expelled manye 
© falſe erroures and hereſyes, wherewyth 


* Martyr: Letters, p. 85. 
| : cc thys 
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« thys churche (alas!) was almoſte over- 
„gone.“ Upon the whole we may conclude 
in the words of * FELTHAM in his anſwer 
to WILLIAM FOOT OH Jeſuit, who charges 
the Proteſtants thus, Do not Proteſtants 
« derogate from God's glory, making him 
« the author of fin, and that he predeſtinates 
<< men to eternal death by his only will, with- 
cout any fault?” (Referring in the margin 
to ſeveral places in Carvin' 8 Inſtitutes. To 
which FELTHAM replies, For + predeſ- 
„ tinatton you urge CALVIN. But, Sir, the 
church of England is not bound to his 
<« tenets, nor do I hold my faith from him, 
but from my bleſſed Saviour and his Apoſ- 
« tles. Let it ſuffice, I hold man fallen to 
* be the ſubject of predeſtination. I believe 
no man ſaved but by God's mercy : no man 
6 damned but by his own default.” 


T HE CONCLUSION: 


The ſeveral periods of time proper to be 
_ confidered, in order to give a full hiſtory of 
our XVII” Article, and the doctrine it con- 
tains, are -Firſt, the period immediately pre- 
ceding the Reformation. Secondly, the com- 

8 eltham- s Reſolves, fol. p. 77. 
+ lb. p. 81. 
mencement 
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mencement of the Reformation under Henry 
VIII.---Thirdly, the progreſs made in it dur- 
ing the time of Edward VI.—-Fourthly, the 
completion of it in Elizabeth's time.---And 
fifthly, the ſeveral ſtruggles with regard to 
this doctrine, during the reigns of James I, 
and Charles I. 

The learned * Dean of Gloucefter has con- 
ſidered the firſt period, and, by way of con- 


ſequence, © lays it down as a moſt ſolemn 


« truth, that at the time juſt preceding the 
« Reformation, the church of Rome, in 
e reſpect to predeſtination, grace, freewill, 
* and perſeverance, was truly Calviniſtical.” 
He has likewiſe ſtated both ſides of the queſ- 
tions relating to the II PoinTs, and com- 
pared them ſeverally with the publick offices 


of the church of England, in her liturgy; 


and clearly evinced, that in them ſhe has 
given no countenance to the Calviniſtical 
lenſe of them. 

Theſe papers are confined to the times of 
Henry VIII. and Edward VI. The firſt no- 
tice that 1s taken of the rigid doctrine of 
predeſtination is in the NECESSARY DOCTRINE, 
&c. where it is carefully guarded againit, 
by eſtabliſhing a different doctrine. This 
work was a publick act of the church at that 


* Dean Tucker in his letters to Dr. Kippis, p. 81, xc. 
time, 


„ 


time, confirmed by act of Parliament. The 
ſame perſons that were concerned at this pe- 
riod of the Reformation, were the principal 
agents in the more happy one of Edward 
VI. Here the work went on with the full 
concurrence of the Crawn. The articles, 
homilies, and liturgy were now framed and 
eſtabliſhed. Cranmer was the great ſuper- 
intender of the whole. The articles were 
principally his work, aided and aſſiſted with 
the learning and abilities of RipLey. The 
article under conſideration was firſt ſug- 
geſted to them by MrLANCTHOoN, and the 
ſhocking conſequences drawn from the ri- 
gid doctrine by the GospELLERS here, made 
it more immediately neceſſary to be taken 
notice of in the confeſſion drawn up for the 
uſe of the church of England. The XVII“ 
Article therefore was intended as a guard 
both againſt their doctrine and the conſe- 
_ quences they drew from it. The modera- 
tion with which it was drawn is admirable. 
Calvin was now carrying on the Reforma- 
tion with great vigour, and at the ſame time 
eſtabliſhing his doctrine of the divine de- 
crees with no leſs. His great uſe in lowering 
the power of the church of Rome, and for- 
warding the Reformation, obliged our Re- 
formers to exerciſe their uſual moderation in 
N this article. They define the doc- 

tring 
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tfine in the words of ſcripture, without any 
comment of their own. With great addreſs 
diſtinguiſh out two different ſenſes of the 
doctrine; ſhow us the way how we are to 
judge ourſelves included under the one, and 
point out the fatal conſequences of the other; 
and at laſt refer us to God's promiſes as ge- 
nerally ſet forth in the holy ſcripture, and 
direct us to the proper rule of our lives and 
converſation. 

' Concurrent with the Articles the Reforma- 
tion of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws was carried on. 
CRANMER was at the head of this work like- 
wiſe. After laying down the poſitive doc- 
trines of the goſpel, the REroRMATIO Le- 
SUM proceeds to guard againft the hereſies. 


Several of theſe are particularly mentioned. 


Amongſt the reſt the rigid doctrine of predeſ- 


tination, with the conſequences drawn from 


it, has a place. Here the whole is more ex- 
plicit than in the article. By the manner of 
drawing up this chapter, it appears that our 
Reformers were more intent upon guarding 
againſt the fatal conſequences of this doctrine, 
than in delivering one of their own. In ſhort, 
it is probable that they were more particular 
in this Digeſt of the Eccleſiaſtical Laws, as 
it was intended for the internal regimen of 
the church; whereas the Articles were conſi- 
dered not only 3 in that light, but as a decla- 
| * | ration 
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ration to the church of Rome, and the reſt 
of the Chriſtian world, that when we threw 
off her yoke, v we : profeſſed _e * of me 
. Tho . 

Both pefofe and auriaig the ens of rig 
ing up the Articles and Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
LATMER and HooPeR, 1h their popular diſ- 
_ courſes; were guarding the people againſt the 
ligid doctrine and its fatal confequerices.--- 
Laſt of all, when BRapFosD, in conſequence 
of the diſputes amongſt the priſeners in Queen 
Mary's time, drew up a ſtate of this doctrine 
to be laid before them, and applied to CRAx- 
MER, RiDLEY, and LATIMER to give their 
fanction to it; theſe three biſhops refuſed to 
ſign it, judging, no W that he had gone 
too far. 

Upon the hble, it cannot be imagined 
that! our Article was drawn up agreeable to 
the principles of CALviN. 

The laſt period, under the reigns of Eli- 
| mabeths!2 James I. and Charles I. is fully con- 
ſidered by the learned * Dr. Waterland. Dur- 

ing this period many of our divines having, 
under Queen Mary's perſecution, been thrown 
into the boſom of CALVIN and in James's 


time the remarkable tranſactions at the ſynod 


of Dort happening and laſtly, during the 
. Sepplemènt to Arian Subſcription, p. 43, &c. 


reign 
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reign of Charles, the Calviniſtical principles 
having taken deep root amongſt us, and theſe 
adopted by many of the leaders in the civil 
factions of the time: all theſe together in- 
troduced many ſubtilties and diſtinctions into 
this ſubject, which were unknown to the ſim- 
plicity of our Reformers. 

During this period the Calviniſts were ſo 
little ſatisfied, that our Articles came up to 
their Doctrines, that they were frequently 
calling for additions to them, to make them 
ſpeak agreeably to their minds. 
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FLIRTY 
ASCERTAINING THE 
KEIGN and TIME 
IN WHICH THE 
D LA RATIO N 


BEFORE THE 


m_—_ aKT1CLEts 


WAS FIRST PUBLISHED. 


PAPERS Ge. 


HE occaſion of drawing up the follow- 
ing papers will appear below. They 
were communicated to the learned writer of 
the three Letters to the author of the Con- 
FESSIONAL, Who has given an abridgment of 
them in his poſtſcnpt to his third letter. 
This was thought ſufficient to aſcertain the 
author of the Declaration before the Arti- 
cles, and the papers were accordingly thrown 
by as of no farther uſe. But in fact the 
abridgment has not had that effect, and 


therefore it was thought proper to produce 
at full length the teſtimonies which prove it 


to be Charles I. ſeveral writers having lately 


attributed it to James I. The matter it is 


true is of no great conſequence, yet being a 
point of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, though of an 
inferior kind, 1t was thought worth the ſet- 
tling, as two conſiderable writers had ex- 
prefied their defire that it might be done. 

EE This 
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This | gave ſome importance to it. But the 
author of the Confeſſional, with another 
later writer, having found out, one of them 
from the © quibbling and equivocal terms 
„ in which the DrcLARATION was drawn, 
the diſtreſs of James divided between his 
© principles and his intereſt ;” and the other, 
« That it is as formal as the reſcript of a 
« Roman emperor; which character king 
“ James chuſes to take as a model.” Theſe 
remarks have given an additional importance 
to the queſtion. It may be cruel perhaps to 
awake them out of their pleaſing dream, but 
let not poor James have more laid upon him 
than he is entitled to. A noble writer had 
done the ſame before them. He had found 
out the temper of Dean Swift, from his 
reckoning Cato the CENSoR, who was an 
uſurer, amongſt his ſextumvirate. It is true, 
Swift had mentioned Cato the YounGER ex- 
preſly. However the thought was pretty, 
and the noble writer was never prevailed 
upon to part with it for ſo ſmall a miſtake. 
The author of the ties 52 willingly 
in this inſtance copies from his ſuperiors ; 
he has printed a third edition of his work, 
ſince his generous adverſary ſo obligingly 
communicated to him the intelligence they 
were both deſirous of receiving, without 
meking one alteration. in the many pages he 
had 
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had ſpent upon the Declaration, and l 
declares it to be * MORE GENERALLY BE. 
LIEVED TO HAVE BEEN FIRST PUBLISHED BY 
KING JAMES I. 

The author of the CONFESSIONAL, P. 131. 
ſecond edit. note, ſays, It is not eaſy to 
« ſuppoſe but there muſt be ſome printed 


copy of this DRCLARATITON ſtill extant, of 


« ſufficient antiquity to aſcertain, whether it 
te was originally ſet out by king James I. or 
« Charles I. And it were to be wiſhed, that if 
« any gentleman hath ſuch antient copy in 
te his cuſtody, he would favour the public 
«© with an account of it. On the other 
« hand, it were next to incredible, that if 


« any ſuch had been eaſily to be found, two 


e ſuch men as Biſhop Burnet and Dr. Ni- 


< cholls ſhould differ ſo widely in their ac- 


© counts of it. The former aſcribes this 
% DECLARATION to Charles, the latter to 
N 

The worthy writer of the Letters to the 
Author of the CoNFESSIONAL, p. 145. of the 
ſecond Letter ſays,---** But I agree, Sir, with 
« you in wiſhing, that any one, who is able, 
would further clear up the point.” 

I think I can demonſtrate to theſe two 
gentlemen, from the books within my own 


* Confeſſional, edit. iii. p. 132. 
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tudy, that the DECLARATION in queſtion is 
Charles I. not James I. 

I ſhall begin my authorities with authors 
that were contemporaries with. Charles I. 

Dr. HAM MOND, on God's Grace and De- 
crees, vol. 1ſt of his works, p. 670. ſect. 24. 
ſays,---< This I ſuppoſe is the reaſon both of 
« our churches moderation in framing the 
« article of Predeſtination, and of our LaTx 
« King's DECLARATION in ſilencing the de- 
< bate of the queſtions.” This work was 
firſt printed in 1659. 20 

PRYNNE, in his CAN TERBURIE's DooMe, 
p. 160, charging archbiſhop LAup with quel- 
ling the Anti-Arminian party, adds - To 
«, which end he procured his Majeſty by a 
N * Printed DECLARATION PREFIXED TO THF 

* XXXIX ARTicLEs, compiled by himſelf 
« and other biſhops, of which the moſt part. 
were Arminians,”---He then quotes a large 
part of the DEecLARATI1ON, and adds That 
this DrcLaRATION was made by this bi- 
*« ſhop's inſtigation and procurement, and ſo 
6 generally reputed, not only at home but 
abroad, is evident by this paſſage of Dr. 
% Baron's letter of Aberdcen---found 1 in the 
* archbiſhop's ſtudy.” He then quotes a 
paſſage £ from it, complimenting the archbiſhop 
or putting an end to the diſpute concerning 

predeſtination. 


FIT" 3 


predeſtination. This 1s mentioned under the 
; year 1628, 

; Arcusis 10 Lavd's ſpeech in the Star 
Chamber againſt Baſtwick, Burton and 
Prynne, 14 June 1637, publiſhed in the ſe- 


We. 
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c z cond vol. of his Remains, by H. Wharton. 
=— In this ſpeech the archbiſhop produces, 


from an epiſtle to the temporal lords, the 
following charge The prelates, to juſtifie 
e their proceedings, have forged a new arti- 
« cle of religion brought from Rome, (which 
gives them full power to alter the doctrine 
and diſcipline of the church at a blow) 
and have foiſted it into the beginning of 
* the 20th article of our church. And this 
18 in the laſt edition of the articles, anno 
« 1628, in affront of AIs MajesTY's De- 
c CLAR ATION BEFORE THEM,” &c. To this 
charge the ArcuBisnoP's reply in part 1S--- 
* But for the articles of the church of Eng- 
* land, made in the Queen's time, and now 
in force, that this clauſe for the power of 
the church to decree ceremonies, and to 
„ have authority in controverſies of faith, 
« ſhould not be found in Engliſh or Latin 
“ copies till the year 1628, that it was ſet 
©* forth with the Kixnc's DECLARATION be- 
fore it, is to me a miracle, but your lord- 
« ſhips hall {ec the falſhood and boldneſs of 
« theſe men.” 
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The ſecond letter to the author of the 
Honfeſſional, (p. 146. n.) takes notice of the 
DEcrAkRATloN being inſerted by HEVYLIN in 
his life of Laud, giving ſome account of the 
reaſon why king Charles I. made it, and 
that Laud adviſed it. He might have added 
that he refers to the BIBLIOTHECA REGIA, (in 
the margin, p. 178. ed. 1671.) a collection of 
ſome of the works of the king made by Hey- 
lin, and firſt publiſhed | in 1649. (See Wood's | 
Athenæ, vol. ii. p. 282.) In theſe remains 
of the king, the DRCLARATION is publiſhed 
as Charles I.--Heylin, in his Hiſtoria Quinque- 
Articularis (p. 110. 2d part) ſfays,---< Nor 
« ſhall I now take notice of his Majeſty's 
« proclamation of the 14th of June, anno 
% 1626----or of the DECLARATION pre- 
« fixed before the book of Articles in the 
year 1628---or finally of his Majeſty's in- 
ſtructions, bearing date Dec. zo, 1629, for 
« cauſing the contents of the DEcLaRATION 
to be put in execution, and punctually ob- 
* ſerved for the time to come.” 

Dr. Jdun Prarso0Nn, (biſhop of Cheſter) 
was likewiſe a contemporary.---He, in his an- 
ſwer to Dr. Burges,---in vindication of his 
No Nrérssrrv OF REFORMATION, &c. re- 
publiſhed in a collection of tracts in 1709, 
which is called Bibliotheca Scriptorum Eccl, 
Angl. p. 379, has this PATRgrapNie=—!" As. for 


56 "your 


40 
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your expreſſion of rhe DECLARATION fa- 
thered on the late king, 1t ſeemeth to me 
much more improper (than what he had 


objected before to the expreſſion,---the 
Queen's majeſty hath the ſupreme power,--- 


being ſtill retained in the articles) I be- 
lieve you cannot prove, but that DRCLA- 
RATION was his own, as much as any 
other declaration was his or any kings. 


And for a ſubject to ſpeak ſo of his king, 


or to judge and declare what declaration 
is his, and what not, is certainly at leaſt 
very improper. This pious king and bleſ- 
ſed martyr was too often thus uſed, but 
never, that I know, by any that profeſſed 
themſelves ſo daring to aſſert his royal ſu- 
premacy as you do. His declarations were 
denyed to be his, though aſſerted, framed, 
penned by himſelf : his book denyed to 
be his, though none could pen it but him- 
ſelf : he was denyed to have declared, what 
he did conſtantly profeis ; to have written 
what he wrote; to have ſpoken what he 
ſpake; and at laſt ſure ſome will deny him 
to have ſuffered what he endured.” 

PLAIFERE, in his Appeal to the Goſpel, 


which was written probably ſoon after the 
DECLARATION came forth, gives the follow- 
ing teſtimonies, 


CC Moreover 
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e Moreover the King's moſt excellent Ma- 
er jeſty THAT Now 1s, in his DRCLARATION, 
“ commanding that all further ſearch be laid 
< aſide, willeth that theſe diſputes be ſhut 
up in God's promiſes, as they be generally 
* ſet forth unto us in the holy ſcripture.” 

And in another place he ſays, that we are 
to arrive at the meaning of the Articles,--- 
* By analyſing the propoſitions, and ſcan- 
« ning the literal and grammatical ſenſe, to 
„ which we are bound to keep us, both by 
< the law of learning, and by the DrcLA- 
©* RATION OF KING CHARLES PREFIXED TO 
oUR ARTICLES.”-—Tracts concerning Pre- 

deſtination, &c. Cambr. 1719, p. 201. 209. 
The laſt contemporary evidence I ſhall pro- 
duce 1s King Charles's own. In his declara- 
tion, ſignifying the cauſes which moved him 
to diſſolve the parliament 10 March 1628, 1s 
the following paſſage, © We found in the 
<« firſt place that much exception had been 
ce taken at a book entitled, ApELLO CESA- 
*© REM, or an Appeal to Cæſar, and publiſhed 
in the year 1625 by Richard Montague, 
then batchelor of divinity, and now biſhop 
of Chicheſter; and becauſe it did open the 
© way to thoſe ſchiſms and diviſions, which 
“have fince enſued in the church, we did, 
for remedy and redreſs thereof, and for 
** the ſatisfaction of the conſciences of our 
good 


cc 


18 


« good people, not only by our publick pro- 


« clamation call in that book, which miniſ- 
« tered matter of offence ; but, to prevent 
the like danger for hereafter, reprinted the 
« the articles of religion, eſtabliſhed in the 


time of Queen Elizabeth, of famous me- 


% mory: and by a DECLARATION BEFORE 
c THosE ARTICLES, we did tie and reſtrain 
« all opinions to the ſenſe of thoſe Articles, 
„that nothing might be left for private fan- 
« cies and innovations, &c.”---Ruſhworth's 
Collections, vol. 1. Append. p. 4. and An- 


drew Marvell's Rehearſal tranſpoſed, p. 174, 


I now proceed to author's of later date. 

COLLIER in his Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, vol. 
ii. p. 746. gives the DECLARATION at large, 
as King Charles I. and telis us the occaſion 
of 1t. 

BinGHam, in his French Church's Apolo- 
ZY, &c. (works, vol. 2. fol. p. 744.) men- 
tions the Declaration as Charles I. and de- 
tends it well. 

KENNET, in his Hiſtory of England, vol. 
3. 2d edit. p. 50. ſpeaks of the King's late 
DECLARATION prefixed to the XXXIX Ar- 
ticles.---This is under the year 1628. 

PULLER (in his Moderation of the Church 
of England, p. 131.) calls it King Charles's, 
though he is miſtaken, as biſhop Pearſon is, 
as to the year in which it was publiſhed. 

This 
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This miſtake is probably accounted for by 
Bennet in his Eſſay on the XXXIX Articles, 
P. 366. 

BENNET, in his Eſſay, &c. p. 13 note 35. 
---Inſtead of theſe words in the title of the 
Articles. Put foorth by the Queene's auc- 
„ thoritie“ read as follows Reprinted by 
wo his Majeſties commandment, with ks 
* ROYAL DECLARATION prefixed thereunto.” 
Then follow the King's arms, and after- 
wards theſe words, London, printed by 
* Bonham Norton and John Bill, printers to 
e the King's moſt excellent Majeſtie, 1628.” 
Again, p. 366. He tells us, © he col- 
< lated two copies of theſe Articles, one of 
„ which was in St. John's library, Cam- 


bridge.“ See likewiſe, p. 6. 


The author of the ſecond Letter, p. 143. 


mentions, that he had ſeen one in the Lam- 


beth library. 
Nears (in his Hiſtory of the Puritans, 


vo. 1733, vol. 2. p. 188.) calls the DRCLA- 
RATION King Charles's, and he pretends to 


give us a copy of it, but in different parts has 


left out full half of it, and then cries out, 


as well he might at his own work Surely 
« there was never ſuch a confuſed, unintel- 
« ligible Declaration printed. Z. Grey, in 
his examination of Neale's Hiſtory has given 

us 
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us the DECLARATION, and marked the parts 
omitted by Neale, vol. 1. p. 100. 

ANTHONY CoLLiNns (in his Hiſt. and crit. 
Eſſay on the XXXIX Articles, Introduction 
p. 26.) fays,---< In 1628, an edition of the 
« articles was publiſhed in Engliſh, with the 
« famous DECLARAT10N of King Charles I. 
« prefixed before them. Which edition and 
„Declaration were owing to Laud.“ 

SPARROW (in his Collection of Articles, 
&c. 1661.) gives the Articles as reprinted by 


King Charles I. with his ROYAL DECLARA- 


T10N prefixed thereunto. He is miſtaken in 
the year, making them to be printed in 1630, 


which may be accounted for in the ſame man- 


ner that Bennet accounts for biſhop Pear- 
{on's miſtake. Puller probably inplicitly fol- 
lowed Sparrow; his Moderation, &c. being 
publiſhed in the year 1679. 

The author of the Confeſſional ſeems to 
ſpeak, as if he thought the DRcLARATTON 
was publiſhed in the form of a Proclamation 
on a ſingle ſheet; but the DecLAarATion tells 
us, that the King © commanded the Articles 
to be new printed, and THTs our DecLa- 
*© RATION to be publiſhed therewith.” 

It appears from the premiſes that this 
DECLARATION was prefixed to the Articles 
reprinted by Charles I. in the year 162 $. That 

0 tis 


t 90 3 


this DECLARATION is not a republication of 
one made by James I. 1s clearly to be evinced 
from the very words of the DELARATION. 
---< We have, therefore, upon mature deli- 
*© beration, and with the advice of ſo many 
of our biſhops as might be conveniently 
called together, thought fit to make TH1s 
« DECLARATION following.“ 
The only authorities, that I know of, (ex- 
cept. three or four late writers) for attri- 
buting this DrcLARATION to James I. are 
Dr. Nicholls, Biſhop Gibſon, Dr. Burn, 
writer quoted by Biſhop Atterbury, and Brſhop 
Hoadly. --- ATTERBURY (in his Rights of 
Convocation, 2d edit. p. 460.) quotes a paſſage 
from an author, under the initial letters L. 
M. P. who calls the DECLARATION James I. 
The Biſhop replies, --- © If James declared 
*« this, he declared it ſome years after he was 
« in his grave, for the DECLARATION mean? 
came not out till 1628.” 
HoapLy likewiſe calls it James I. Dr. Wa- 
terland, who quotes his words, corrects him 
thus, (read Charles J.) ſez AkIAx SUBSCRIP- 
TION, p. 39. 
The Author of the Confeſſional (p. 142. 
24 edit. note) obſerves, -< That the Declara- 
tion which Dr. Nicholls aſcribes to King 
Charles I. cites the. biſhop of Cheſter's 
«© judg- 
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judgment concerning the wiſdom and mo- 


« deration of the church of England; of 


« which biſhop and his judgment, there is 
« not the leaſt mention in the DreLARA“ 
« TION now prefixed to the Articles, which 
Dr. Nicholls, and I think rightly, aſcribes 
« to King James.” 

The writer of the ſecond letter, 10 anſwer 
to the Confeſſional, accounts very well for 
Dr. Nicholls; whoſe MS. he ſays, was inac- 
curate, and the Editor had patched it up. 


A 
A 


The Doctor quotes two parts of the DRCLA- 


RATION. One of which ends thus, MosT 
* MEN OF ALL SORTS TAKE THE ARTICLES 
* OF THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO BE FOR 
* THEM, then adds what he ſays concern- 
ing the biſhop of Cheſter. Afterwards he 
begins a ſecond quotation from the ſame, 
which he introduces with theſe words,--- 
And again,”---* IN THESE CURIOUS AND 
© UNHAPPY DIFFERENCES, &c.” The Editor 
taking the whole to be a quotation from the 
DECLARATION, printed it in italics; whereas 
if he had printed in a roman character what 
he delivers as the judgment of the biſhop of 
Cheſter, it would have appeared to have been 
no part of the Declaration, as the two pal- 
ſages above manifeſtly are. 
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Since I made this conjecture, it occurred 
to me, that the biſhop of Cheſter, mentioned 
by Dr. Nicholls, might be biſhop Pearſon, 
Upon conſulting his“ No NEckssiryY of 
REFoRMAT10N, &c. I immediately found the 
paſſage quoted by the doctor. I ſhall give 
the whole paſſage from Dr. Nicholls in ſuch 
a manner, as clearly to point out Pearſon's 
words from thoſe of the DERCLARATION. 

« IF T EVEN IN THOSE CURJQUS POINTS, 
© IN WHICH THE PRESENT DIFFERENCES LIE, 
* MOST MEN OF ALL SORTS TAKE THE AR= 
© TICLES OF TRE CHURCH OF ENGLAND FOR 
© THEM,” then may be inferred, what the 


1 . Reverend biſhop of Cheſter hath ſaid, 


2 This I rather giyes teſtimony of the 
<« great wiſdom and moderation of the 
*© church, which in points doubtful and con- 
e troverted, hath propounded only that which 
* no ſober man can make matter of doubt, 
or ſubject of controverſy.” ]---And again, 
--=< IN THESE CURIOUS AND UNHAPPY DIF- 
*© FERENCES, &c.“ The doctor goes on with 


* Sce Bibl. Script. Eccl. Ang]. p. 343. where this Tract is re- 
publiſhed; it firſt appeared in 1660. 


+ Dr. N. is inaccurate in two places of this quotation, but 
have given it as it is printed i in his work. 


bj Viſhop Pearſon's words, 


his 
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his quotation from the Declaration to the 
end of the ſentence, 


The next authorities for aſſigning the Dr- 


CLARATION to James I, are Biſhop GIBSON 


and Dr. BuxNx R. But I ſhall conſider them 


only as one; the latter, in this inſtance, 
copying only from the former. 


In the Copex, p. 325, (vol. i. edit. 1761. 


note) the Biſhop ſays,---< This body of ar- 
«© ticles---was not only paſſed in Convoca- 
« tion, and confirmed by royal authority m 
*© the year 1562 ; but was alſo ratified anew, 
« firſt by Queen Elizabeth, and afterwards 
„by king James I.” He then gives us Queen 
Elizabeth's Confirmation, and afterwards 
King James's, which he makes to be the 
DECLARATION now ſtanding before the ar- 
ticles, and gives it at full length.---The good 
Biſhop is undoubtedly miſtaken. That King 
James I. ratified the articles, as well as 
Queen Elizabeth, is certain; but it was by 
ratifying the canons made 1603. My autho- 
rity is as follows. 

Lok p Cokk, in his 4th Inſtitute (p. 323. 
edit. 1648.) ſays---< Subſcription required by 
the clergy is twofold; one by force both 
« of an act of parliament confirming and 


{« eſtabliſhing the XXXIX articles of religion 
agreed upon at a convocation of the church. 
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« of England, and ratified by queen Eliza- 
© beth under the great ſeal of England. 


Another by canons made at a convocation 


of the church of England, and ratified by 
king James as is aforeſaid. 

By the act of 13 Eliz. c. 12. referring to 
ce canons made by the clergy of England at 
*« a convocation holden at London in ann. 
« dom. 1562, containing XXXIX articles 


© of religion. and ratified as is aforeſaid,” 


* The other is by * canons of the church 


of England made and ratified by king 


“James, as is aforeſaid.” 

Before I take my leave, I muſt make a few 
obſervations on a note in the laſt edrtion of 
the ConFEss10nNAT., which concerns part of 
the contents of this ſaid DRCLARATION. It 
is pleaſant enough to obſerve what kind of 
evidence will convince this writer, when he 
has a mind to be convinced. Even one and 
the ſame individual, giving evidence on both 
fides of the queſtion, ſhall produce a convic- 
tion in his mind next to that of Demonſtra- 
tion itſelf. In conſequence of this he brings 
a charge of forgery at large, calculated, as 
he ſays, for the deception of after-times; in 


* Ma 5 At a convocation begun at London, 
4% Anno omini 1603, 1 James.” 


hopes, 


a 3 


6103 


hopes, no doubt, that it will apply ſomehow 
to the church of England. 

This author, who appears now to be the 
writer likewiſe of the OccAsIONAL REMARRS 


has declared war againſt the innocent words 
Now and ATLR TAD, contained in theſe paſſages 
of the DRCLARATION -- Shall concern the 
1 ſettled continuance of the doctrine and diſ- 


« cipline of the church of England now 
« eſtabliſhed.” “ Other than is AL READY 
« eſtabliſhed in convocation with our royal 
« aſſent.” Not finding the word Now in 
Heylin's copy of the DRCLARATION in his 
Life of Laud, the REMARKER conjectured, 
that it was probably inſerted into Sparrow's 
collection of articles, &c. © to accomodate 
« matters to the act of uniformity in 1662.” 
He was told by way of anſwer, that © the 
« conjecture was ingenious, but, unluckily, 
« the firſt edition of Sparrow's Collection, 


« which reads Now eſtabliſhed, came out 


e the year before the act of Uniformity was 
« pafſed.” In the laſt edition of the Cox- 


' FESSIONAL, the author takes up this matter 


again in a pretty ſerious note of ſome pages. 
(edit. 3, p. 134) Here he ſays, - We now 
e honourably adcquit Dr. Sparrow, of that 


© main&uvre, and muſt be content to leave 


„the true author of the forgery in his con- 
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„ ceatment.” A very gracious exertion of 
his prerogative ! but he goes on.---< For 
t that a FORGERY it is, appears indiſputably 
« from internal tokens, as well as from the 
© circumſtances above-mentioned.” He then 
gives us his internal tokens. He aſſures us 
in the beginning of the note, That the 
« word Now (as far as may be judged 
« from evidence next to demonſtrative) was 
© not in the original DECLARATION, but a 
© mere interpolation, craftily enough cal- 


« culated for the deception of after-times.” 


Let us now hear the authority upon which 
this EVIDENCE NEXT TO DEMONSTATIVE 15S 


founded. The author, to ſhew that he is 
not averſe to authority, when he thinks it 
makes for him, condeſcends to uſe that of 


Peter Heylin, and him only; a man whom 
he had before declared (p. 165 of the Con- 
feſſional) to be © loſt to all ſenſe of truth 
and modeſty, whenever the intereſts or 
© claims of the church came in queſtion.” 
But how does Heylin's evidence come out ? 
Why, in his Life of Laud he gives the Dr- 
CLARATION Without the words Now and 
ALREADY, and in his edition of the king's 


works, (the BiBL1oTHEca REGIA) the Dx- 


CLARATION is likewiſe inſerted with the 
words Now and ALREADY, * hus, all this 
Sack evidence 


( 103 ) 

evidence comes, as he obſerves, from the 
ſame © INDIviIDUaL PETER HEYLINn.” That 
ſubtle weigher of evidence, Mr. Hume, would 
have told him, that the ſcales ſhould 
have continued even, inſtead of weighing 
down with EvIDENCE NEXT TO DEMONSTRA- 
TIVE.”- | 

Thus ſtand the circumſtances of this 
pleaſant note. The writer ſhould have an 


excluſive patent for making ſuch for the fu- 


ture. The author, like a certain ſtumbling 
animal, ſeldom recovers from one trip but 
he immediately makes another. He acquits 
Biſhop Sparrow from accommodating the 


DEecLaRATION to the act of Uniformity, but 


now riſes in his verdict, and declares the 


words Now and ' ALREADY to be a po- 
'GERY, by perſons unknown, with an evil 


intent. 3 
In truth, both Sparrow's accommodation, 


and the ſubſequent charge of roRG HRV, are 


equally founded in truth. The original 
DECLARATION before the republiſhed arti- 
cles in 1628, has the words Now and Al- 
READY in the paſſages above recited. This 
I can aſſure him from the beſt authority. 


And, ſince he ſeems tolerably reconciled to 


the * prRoFLIGATE” Peter Heylin, and has 


* Confeſſional, zd edit. p. 326. note, 
1 taken, 
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taken, pro hac vice, this © FIREBRAND” into 
his boſom ; I will venture to refer him to 
the original DECLARATION in the Lambeth 
library, where he may have the ſame aſſu- 
rance ; in hopes that he may not entertain 
that averſion to the place, which he 
has ſhewn to many of its worthy inhab1- 
tants. | 
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